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SERVICE of Go 


The. INTRODUCTION. 


Y principal Al. in the following 155 | 
courſe, is, to ſet forth the 7 
ABLENESS of the Service which God 

requires from Men, in order to recommend the 

moſt rational Obſervance of every Part of his 

Will, that we are ſeverally capable of: for unleſs 

we perform our religious Services, and our other 

Acts of Obedience to God, in the Exerciſe of 

our Underſtandings; they can neither prove of 

any real Benefit to ourſelves, nor beat all 40h 

ceptable to him. „ 18 

God himſelf is the Fe ountain of Reaſon, and . 


one whoſe Underſtanding (the Pſalmiſt tell us & 
7s infinite. And ſince he hath rendered Men 
| * Pſal, exlyii. 5. ! 


a capable 
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capable of pay "20? N Honour to him, we 
- catinot think he will be pleaſed with any ſort of 
Service wherein our Underſtandings are not at 
all concerned; or any farther than they are. In- 
deed, whatever we do, that is not rationally 
done, can be done but in Formality; and no 
ſort of Formality can gain divine 3 
as tis very far from deſerving it. 

What hath no proper Tendency to better, at 


all, our Hearts, nor hath any good Effect upon 


our Lives and Converſations; can ſignify nothing 
as to any religious Purpoſe. Nay, every appear- 
ing religious Service of this Kind, is likely to 
have an unhappy Influence, "inſtead of that which 


is truly beneficial, Theſe are a ſort of Services 
that will but ſooth Men in a groundleſs Hope of 


being in Favour with God, while they are 


really diſpleaſing to him. Thele are but the Sh. 
dow of what he directs us to, and tend to fru- 
ſtrate the very End they were appointed for. 


A Man may keep up ſuch Services as theſe from 


a real Regard to God, or in Obedience to hit 
Commands; and yet may quite diſappoint the 
divine Aim in preſcribing them. The Intent 
of all thoſe Duties, moſt certainly, was to form 
us, in our Meaſure, into the Likeneſs of God ;-- 
to plant and cultivate ſuch pious Diſpoſitions 
and virtuous Principles, as might induce us to 
hate every vitious and evil Way; and to loye 


and praftiſe the Things that are good ; f. . 0 


love and — thoſe — and eſpecially 
thoſe 
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our om, and our Neighbour's Happineſs. 
For human Happineſs is (as I ſhall ſhew here- 
after) the immediate eſpecial End of every Inſti- 


tution and Command of God; and Whatever iſ· 


ſues in the Advancement of this, is % far a 


Means to advance the divine Glory. But no 


Duty or Service, however carefully performed, 
Glory of God; 
if it be no May inſtrumental in promoting either 
our 017, or our Neighbour's Good, If it hath 
therefore no 


as defigned to be thus ſerviceable ; it muſt be 


wholly inſignificant as to any religious Purpoſes. 

I have therefore been ſurprized that any Per- 

{on of Underſtandi 
Reaſon, 


ſhould decry or run down 
efpecially in Matters which reſpert God- 
lineſt; ſince the Exerciſe of it in thoſe Matters, 
is more needed than in any other ; 
pected in them. 


The Talent is given 
to Men, not fo much for their temporal, as for 
their Hi ritual Advantage; fo that the more ca- 
pable any Perſon is rendered by it, of bringing 


Honour to God, the more is he obliged to pro- 
= polc this as his End. 
= Indeed our Obligations, in all Caſes, do ma- 
niteſtly ariſe in Proportion to our Talents; the 


greater our Bleſſings are, the greater Returns 
are, in all Reaſon, expected from us: Unto 
whomſoever much is given, * Chriſt * 8 


him ſhall much be required. 


Luke xii. 48. 
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Now 'tis very certain, thus: the more we ex- 
8 our Reaſon, in examining the Law of 


There is therefore no Sound to fi uggeſt, 
that the recommending the Exerciſe of Reaſon, 
in the Manner I now propoſe, doth any way 
tend to make void the Law of God, or any 
Part thereof; for, as tis my ſincere Deſire to 


promote and eſtabliſh this moſt excellent Rule of 
Life, I am well perſuaded, that the right Uſe 


and Improvement of our Reaſon, in ſearching 
into the Nature, and in obeying the ſeveral Pre- 
cepts of it; is the only Fectual Method that can 


be taken, to turn it to our real Benefit. 


In proceeding upon this Subject, I ſhall Gi 
upon an excellent Paſſage of St. Pauls (in Rom. 
Xu. 1.) as the Ground of my Diſcourſe; for 
by this it will appear, 


ſtanding as we are capable of; or in the beſt 
Exerciſe of our reſ pective rational Powers, 


C HAP. 


God ; the more we ſnall eſteem the Precepts of 

this Law, and the more\ ſtrongly ſhall we be 
led, and the better alſo enabled, to paya 5 
Obedience to them. 


what an extraordinary 
| Streſs this great Apoſtle laid on our doing every 
Thing in God's Service, with as much 3 
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in all our re . Services. 


N the berciws Place the Apoſtle addrefleth 
himſelf to the Romans, in the following 
Manner: -I beſeech you therefore, Brethren, by 
the Mercies of God, that ye preſent your Bodies a 
living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
ig your REASONABLE Service. 
In the Exhortation here given, we are dire- 
Qed to devote ourſelves to God, in the way of 
a Sacrifice; and to prevail the ſooner Wick us 
to do ſo, he aſſures us, tis no other than our 
reaſonable Service. 17 
I think it not needful to ah nen Notice 
of the eſpecial Circumſtances of the Romans, in 
reſpect to this Advice; nor to apply the Conſi- 
derations mentioned, in any diſtinct Manner, to 
W them ; for as the Apoſtle $ excellent Counſel doth 
. plainly ſuit the Caſe of every profeſſing Chri- 
ſtian, it may very properly be conſidered as if 
directed to All now, as well as to the Romans 
formerly, in all the Particulars pointed at. | 
There are in this Paſſage many Arguments, 
very {kilfully put together, to prevail upon us to 
bearken to him; the principal of which (vis. 
8 the reaſenableneſe of dercn 'S e to the 
| Service 
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Seele of God) is what I propoſe as ; the Subject 


of this Diſcourſe. But they deſerve, I think, 
each of them, to be diſtinctly tiken : notice of, 
Which I ſhall the rather do, becauſe it will lead 
me to ſome uſeful Reflections, that may tend 
both to illuſtrate, and confirm the Subject I have 
undertaken. -I would therefore remark; 
1. The engaging Manner in which the great 


Apoſtle introducetb his import 
SEECH you (ſays he) Brethren. 
Such an endearing Addreſs as this, muſt 
ſtrongly infinuate into the Minds of Men, eſpe- 
cially of ſuch as acknowledged his apoſtolick 


ant N 1 BE- 


| er. As he was raiſed by Chriſt to ſo 
high an Office in his Church, he might have 


laid his Command upon us, inſtead of uſing 


ſuch Entreaties ; and every profeſſing Chriſtian 
muſt have owned himſelf obliged to pay a ready 


Obedience to it. But he ſtrives to gain our 


Hearts, as well as our Submiſſion; this being 
| like to prove the moſt effectual Method to fix his 


Counſel deep, and to enlarge the more its Influ- 
ence. And every one may obſerve, that when 
a Teacher hath won the Affections of his Hear- 
ers, his Inſtructions ſecure a greater Degree of 
Attention, and are complied with in a more 


ready, and entire Manner; than thoſe of others, 


who have been ſo unhappy as to loſe the Aﬀe- 


Lions of the People to whom they ſtand re- 


lated. 
What is further ads in the Apoſtle $ 


Addreſs, is the kind a which he 
| here 
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TE 1 
here makes ale of : --= beſeech y0u,---BRE- + 
THREN.---By this, he puts us in mind of the 
ſpiritual Relation which he ſtood in to all Chri- 
ſtians ; and hereby intimates, that. by being 
Fellow-Diſciples with him in Chriſt Jeſus, we 


are united together in the cloſeſt Bonds of Love . 


and Amity : which Conſideration tended great- 
ly to inforce his Exhortation. 
But, as if he was afraid that neither of the 
foregoing Conſiderations might have their due 
Effect, he preſſeth his Advice yet further, by 
way of Obſecration, or of ſolemn Adjuration, on 
occaſion of thoſe diſtinguiſhing Mercies which 
All who are Chriſtians, have received from God; 
and thus folemnly lays us under the additional 
Obligations that plainly ariſe from hence. : 
1 beſeech you therefore, . Brethren, BY THE 
MEeRcits or Gob, Cc. —In this he puts us in 
mind, that if we have any Regard for thoſe en- 
gaging Bleſſings which we enjoy in Chriſt Je- 
= lus, or are truly defirous to reap the Benefit of 
2 them ; we ſhould, on this further Account, 
= comply the ſooner with his Requeſt, and put 
bis Counſel the more readily and carefully into. 
This I take to El juſt Repreſentation of the 
urgent Manner in which the Apoſtle inculcates 
thoſe weighty Inſtructions, in the following Parts 
of this Verſe. I ſhall now proceed, | 
2dly, To enquire into the ADVICE ITSELF, 


which he thought fit to enforce, in ſo _ Le. 
and importunate a Manner, 
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TI beſeech you, Brethren, by the Arnet of God, 


— to dowhat?— TuaT YE PRESENT YOUR 


BopiES A LIVING.SACRIFICE, Ge. 


The Phraſe, or Manner of Expreſſion, ao 
allude to the Way of worſhipping God that had 


been commonly uſed both by Fews, and Gen- 
tiles. And both one and the other of theſe 


laid a very great Streſs, in Matters of Religion, 


upon the Sacriſices they offered; as thinking 
they recommended their Prayers and Thankſ- 
; givings to greater 3 


But why doth he adviſe to preſent wi 


a ly our Bade as living Sacrifices to God? This 


Was partly, (as ſeems very likely) becauſe the 
Bodies of Beaſts were made Uſe of, both by 


Fews, and Gentiles, in various ſorts a: Sacrifices. 


And perhaps further, becauſe they are our bo- 
dily Appetites, Inclinations, and Paſſions, that are 


the main Occaſions of our tranſgreſſing the Will 
of God. Our Bodies therefore being the prin- 
cipal Obſtacle in the Path of our Duty, ought, 
for this Reaſon, in a particular Manner, to be 
devoted to God, in the Way of a Sacrifice; for 
'tis the yielding our bodily * as the Inftru- 


ments of Unrighteouſneſs unto Sin *, that alienates 


chiefly our Minds from the Love we owe to 
God, and from the Life which he directs us to. 
The Apoſtle cautions us, in a very particular 


Manner, Rom. vi. 12. to take due Care that Sin 
Goth not rergn in our MORTAL BODIES, % as 


to obey it in the Luſts en * this 


hy Rom. vi. 13. 
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prove our Ruin. And in like manner, on the 
other Hand, doth he direct us to employ our 
_ bodily Members as the Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs, © 
to the Praiſe of God, inſtead of indulging them 
in any ſort of Sin. And, to ſhew what an % © 
pecial Streſs he laid upon this, he largely incul- =_ 
| cates the fame-Dodtrine in the 7th and 8th 3 
| Chapters of this Epiſtle. {Ra 1 
Ihis may ſatisfy us of the Reaſon, why he 
directs us to preſent particularly our Bodies as a 
Sacrifice to God; there being ſo great a Depen- 
dance apon this in rendering ourſelyes acceptable 
Let us next conſider what tis he ſuggeſts, 
by terming this Sacrifice a LIVING Sacrifice. 
Dat ye preſent your Bodies a LIVING Sacri- 
fice —By this he lets us know, that nothing will 
be regarded under the Goſpel Lau, but what is 
done in a living Manner ;—by the Body animated 
with its Spirit; and therefore voluntarily and 
= rationally, For altho' we are called 70 be dead fo | 
Sin f, yet, in reſpect to God, or every Part of = 
Service which God requires from us, we muſt 1 
ſhew ourſelves alive through Chriſt Jeſus; 2. e. _ 
active and vigorous, voluntary and chearful : this 
being now the only Way to recommend our Ser- 
vices to divine Acceptance. So that, by pre- = 
ſenting our Bodies a living Sacrifice, we are, I 
think, to underſtand, the devoting both our Bo-. 
dies and Souls to God, in ſuch a voluntary, fin 7 
cere, and active Manner, as may render us, 9 
* Rom. vi 13. / Rom. vi. 2, 7, 11. 1 | 
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through the Grace of God in ua, an ap. | 
table Sacrifice to him, 


Tis further added, as another eſpicial Regul: 


fit, that this Sacrifice of ours muſt be likewiſe 


F beſeech you (lays the Apoſtle) that ye projet 


your Bodies a living Sacrifice, hol v, and (on 


this Account particularly) acceptable to God. 


He alludes alſo in this, to a ſpecial Qualifica- 


tion required in the legal Sacrifices,, vix. that 
they ſhould be free from Spot or Blemiſh, or any 


ſuch thing *. Accordingly the Sacrifice which 
he urgeth all Chriſtians to preſent to God (v2. 


the Sacrifice of the whole Man) muſt be like- 
wiſe Holy, otherwiſe it will not prove accepta- 


; ble; 1. e. it muſt be free from all ſinful Pollu- 
tion, both with reſpe& to Body and Mind; be- 


cauſe nothing is ſo hateful to the divine Being, a8 
the Defilement of Guilt. And the Sacrifice 
which Men make of themſelves to Gad, while 
under the Rule and Government of Sin, is of- 
fenſive, and even loathſome to a pure God. 

I come now to the 4% Expreflion in this re- 
markable Paſſage, which I take to be the mot 
material of all; and which plainly lets us ſee, 
what was the 
Service of God, and in what Manner it ought 
always to be performed, in every Part. He had 
indeed been pointing at theſe Things before, by 
terming the Sacrifice he adviſed to, a living da- 


crifice; but here he expreſſeth himſelf more 
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that Service which God did expect from every 
one; and enforcing alſo the Practice of it in 
the ſtrongeſt Manner imaginable ;---which i; (lays 
he) your REASONABLE Service; — g. d. The 


Sacrifice which I ſo earneſtly and fo importu- 


nately adviſe you to, is not like the legal Sacrifi- 
ces of ſuch {lain Beaſts, as were void of Reaſon ; 


but 'tis a rational Sacrifice — tis the devoting 


of reaſonable Creatures (ſuch. as you are in a 
reaſonable Manner (or in a voluntary, fincere, and 
bo Manner) to the Service which God requires 
from you. Th:s1s the Sacrifice which Texhort 


you to, and which your own Reaſon muſt per- 


fectly approve of. St. Peter terms this Sacrifice 
a ſpiritual Sacrifice (1 Pet. ii. 5.) Te are as 
lively Stones (lays this Apoſtle) built up (as it 
were) into a ſpiritual Houſe, an holy Prieſthood, 
70. offer up SPIRITUAL Sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Feſus Chriſt ; 1. e. to preſent always to 
God the Sacrifices of your Souls ; for mere bodily 


Service can in 10 Caſe be acceptable to the Father 


of Spirits, or a proper Offering for ſuch ſiri- 
tual Beings as you to preſent. 55 


But to return, St. Paul, by cloſing his Ad- 


vice with this particular Conſideration, ſeems to 
lay an eſpecial Streſs upon it, and therefore to 
offer. it as the ſtrongeſt Argument of all, which 
he hoped would prevail, altho' thoſe which he 
had mentioned before, ſhould prove of no Ef- 
fect.—-And what is there indeed that can have 


Y 2 more natural, or forcible Influence upon a 
LE "C4, 9 rational 


plainly and forcibly, ſhewing us the Nature of 


* 


8 "Coy 
: meal Mind, than the appearing Regen T 
HE: Ss 
Every rational Ant ſeems to be under a 
Neceſſity of ſhewing proper Regard, in all his 
voluntary Actions, to what hath, at the time of 
acting, the [Appearance of ſome Reaſon; the 
vileſt of Men in their moſt ſinful Actions think 
it beſt for the preſent, upon ſome Account or 
other, to act as they do. They have a Proſpect 
of ſome Good, or of being ſome way gratified; 
and, in caſe they are, do prefer ſuch Gratifica- 
tion to every other Motive that may then offer 
to their Minds. So that their blinded mi ſtaben 
Reaſon directs them to ſuch Choice, and they 
as really follow the Directions of their Reaſon, 
as the wiſeſt and moſt virtuous Perſon doth, 
even in his worthieſt Actions. | 
"Tis true, they are miſerably miſtaken „ for 
want of a thorough Examination into Things; 
and are hereby led to call Evil Good, and Good 
Evil; to put Darkneſs for Light, and Light for 
a Darkneſs ; ; bitter for ſweet, and ſiveet for batrer ; 
as the Prophet exprefleth it, Ja. v. 20. Their 
Notions and Repreſentations of Matters, in many 
Caſes, are perfectly contradiftory. But then they 
"chooſe EvIL under the miſtaken Notion of its be- 
ing Goop; and in their own wild Way of 
thinking, they have ſome Appearance of Reaſon 
for what they do. Indeed no Perſon in his Sen- 
ſes can, at the time of acting, prefer Evil to 
Good, if in his own Notions of both, he takes 
them to be what they * are. And if vici 
| ous 
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ons Men 1 in their 


better informed Minds of thoſe of a Chas 
racter ſhould, in a more forcible Mamer, in in- 
fluence their wiſer Conduct: for as the 


eſt Light, muſt neceſſarily have the Rrongeſt © 0- 
peration; one may very well conclude, that the 


cleareſt Diſcernment of Good and Evil muſt mgf 
werfully excite to chooſe the One, and to a- 


void the Other. Hence it comes to paſs, that 


God is infinitely the pureſt, as well as beſt of Be- 


ings, becauſe INFINITELY EXCELLING ALL 


IN A RIGHT APPREHENSION OF 'T'HENGS. + 
Since the Apoſtle aſſerts, that our devoting 
ourſelves to God as a living Sacrifice, is our rea- 


ſonable Service; he thereby lets us know, that 
if we are willing to act as Perſons in our right 
Senſes, and would accordingly examine, and du- 
= !y confider Things; our rational Natures would 
= not only direct us, in like Manner as he had 


done, to preſent this Sacrifice, but would even 


oblige us to it; otherwiſe we ſhould act as Crea- 


tures void of Underſtanding, or as thoſe who made 
no uſe of it. Our devoting ourſelves to God 


would then appear /o ſuitable to our Beings, and 
fo engaging on all Accounts; that we thould not 

be able to ſatisfy ourſelves in the Neglect of it. 
This is what the Apoſtle doth very plainly in- 


timate, by ſaying, tis no other than our re 
nable Service ; and I hope to make the Matter 


2 8 0 8 


groſs a of. 
Things, an appearing Reaſon for what they do, 
and ſubmit themſelves to this; certainly the 
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apparent to every unbiaſſed Reader, in a prof 
Fung this Diſcourſe. 


T would further here Gian, that if Men 


| could but be convinced of what the Apoſtle af. 
firms, viz. that the Service which God re- 
quires from them, is their moſt reaſonable Ser. 


vice; there would be no Occaſion to uſe any 


other Argument to perſ uade them to comply 
with it. 


But to work ah renin; in the Minds of 


moſt, is ſcarcely to be hoped for, ſince the 


greater Part of Men are fo beſotted by their 
Senſes, ſo much enſnared by the World, and ſo 


deluded by the Devil; that. they are not to be 
brought to a ſober Examination, and right Diſ- 


cernment of Things. 
But as Means muſt be al in all Caſes, t. to 
effect what we aim at; I ſhall endeavour to clear 


up this important Matter, and to convince eve- 


ry one, that nothing can be more reaſonable, 


than to devote ourſeFves to God in the Practice of 


a good Life. The kind Intent and Nature of 
God's Law 1s ſo extremely engaging, that, 
were we well acquainted with it, our own Minds 
would even oblige us iS the Rules there- 
a i. 
In proſecuting this __ I propoſe the fl 
lowing Things. 
iſt, To prove, that God can require nothing 
rom us but what is perfectly reaſonable, i. e. no- 


Thing but what is fur table zo our Natures, oe” 
ab 


1 15 * 
able 0 aur 
| Good. 
W 2dly, 1 ſhall ſbem, that this is really the 5M 
tent 1 Nature of that moſt excellent Law * 
be bath given us for our Rule. 
zdly, 1 ſhall confider what fart of Obedi ence to 
this 105 excellent Rule of Life is like to prove 


fucceſsul, i. e. to gain Acceptance with God, and 
to be , Benefit to. our ſelves. 


Athly, Shall prove, that a right Knowledy e -'Y 


the Intent and Nature of the ow of God, — 


neceſſarily have a very great Influence (1 believe, 


a prevailing Influence) in ; promeſing a b Obe- 
W dence to it. 


When I have finiſhed theſe ſeveral Things, 4. 
ſhall illuſtrate the Subject a little further, by 


ſome practical 3 by Way of e . 


ment. 


CHAP. > 


Shewing the reaſonableneſs yy all Gifs 7. 


Commands, wth reſp ect to Mankind. 
it, 18 plain and ani. that God 

can require nothing from Man but 
what is perfeòlly reaſonable, i. e. nothing but what + 
is ſuitable to his Natpre, een to his Cir- 
cumſtaxces, and tends ng to is Good, 


»% - 


1 and e 0 our 


Thie 
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x 

5 
15 
17 
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This will evidently appear, whether we cot. 
ſider the Nature of God, or the N ature of 
Man. 
ant, We Nature cin fall convince us 

That e cannot require any Thong but what i 1 
perfettly reaſonable. , 
For as he kiinſelf ! is the Fountain of Reg, 
and poſſeſſed of it in an infinite Meaſure, he muſ 
perfectly ſee what is fitting to be done, in all 
Caſes; and can not but act, and direct according- 
ly. That this is his real Character, cannot need 
to be proved to thoſe who. are acquainted with 
the Works of Creation, the Directions of Provi. 
dence, or the Declarati ons in his Word. Even 
our natural Notions of God direct us to aſcribe 
to him particulariy unBounNDED WIS PDO, as 
one of his eſſential prime Perfections; and lead 
us to believe that every rational Being hath been 
endowed with Underſtanding by him, and re- 
4 ceived his Powers from him. 
"”' St. James informs us *, That EvERY GooD, 
2s well as perfect Gift, is from ABOvE ; and 
cometh down from the FATHER oF L1icurs, 
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_— 7-7. e. from the Fountain and Diſpenſer, particu- 
= - larly of Knowledge : and hereupon he exhorts 
\þ every one, who is defirous of Wiſdom, to alk 
* | it of Gop * 


To the ſame Purpoſe doth Daniel AG ſpeak 
(Dan. ii. 20, 21.) Bleſſed be the Name of God, 
(ſays he) POR EVER AND EVER: For Wis- 
Do and Might are his. His mms is, * 


James i. 17. F James i LS: a 
5 5 | 1 | two 


2 — — — 


_— 295 — 


3 


Gy.) 


a. ll two Perfections do eminently phat to him. 
ot He therefore it is who grveth Wiſdom to the Wiſe, 
and Knowledge to. them who know Underſtanding.” 
And the Pſalmiſt expreſly tells us, That God: * 
Underſtanding is INFINITE. . 
From this Account of God, we are led to 
conclude, that all his Propoſals, as well as all 
his Actions, are the proper Reſult of that 1nfi- 
nite Wiſdom of which he is poſſeſſed. He muſt 
therefore neceſſarily direct, in all Caſes, to the 
Proſecution of ſuch Ends, and to ſuch fit Mey 
of obtaining them; as are «worthy of himſelf. 8 
that a//the Laws he can be ſuppoſed to ſcribe 
to any rational Agents, muſt be wiſely ſuited 
to the Nature of ſuch Beings, and to the G- 


= Y cumſtances they are in; and muſt be ſo contrived 
as to anſwer ſome valuable End as to them. 
een This muſt be ſuppoſed of all the Laws of God, 
* otherwiſe they would come ſhort of what 2 
= nan Wiſdom is capable of preſcribing. 
5600 Nay, as God is poſſeſſed of moſt cou. 
on oh Mars V iſdom, which is incapable of being 
7 Wt clouded, or in the leaſt biaſſed by any Thing 
co” WH unworthy of itſelf; we may, from hence be 
11 ſatisfied, that the Rules preſcribed by him, are 
not only wiſe and good, 'but the wiſeſt and beſt ; 

N and conſequently perfectly well ſuited to the Na- 
5 ; tures and Circumſtances of thoſe ſeveral Beings, 
. do whom they may relate. 
wy All this we may plainly gather, from the No- 

"WE tions we entertain of God's conſuramate Wiſ- 
5 dom. So that, in reſpect to ourſelves, and the 


D ; reſt - 


— 
+ 0 
— 
_ NP 7 
5 * 


* 
1 30 2 — — 2 
—— tt 


IV Cam ⏑ r —_— 
r — — | 
* - * 
— 


— — 
— —— 
r he hone. REED II 


.. oe 7 


„ wr — me = 
OG Cit, 


- 
- _ i= $509 = 
_ & - oh, 


4 f 
* 
Pi 
L . 
1 © 
4 
© 
þ 
15 
| 
Wl 
| 
0 
1 
* 


— 8 
F ry * 
— — 
— EE 


ow "I * 
re n 5 
—ů— — — ws. 


5 gined he ſhould in any Caſe require Impoſſibili- 
lies, or Things of which we are incapable; nor 
any Thing unfitting, or unbecoming our Con- 


ſummate Fountain of all Reaſon. We may rather 


— e N 
: R 


| Tedged, that our heavenly Father hath given 


he hath given us, and the Service he requires; 


Requirements, they would reproach his Excellen- 
cy, and be a perfect Contradiction to that unbount- 


kind, or in any Degree, ſhould be the Product 


: 4 * o . 


oft of our Fellow: Gaeste, it cannot be ima- 


dition, or which may not be juſtified in all its 
Circumſtances; becauſe it would not be reaſonable 


to do ſo, and much leſs therefore worthy of the con- 


conclude, from the unbounded Wiſdom of God, 
that every Reſtraint he hath thought fit to lay 
upon us, and every fort of Seryice, and Virtue, 
he hath enjoined us to put in Practice; is fitting 
and proper, and admirably contrived for our own, 
and others Good; by which ultimately his own 
Ghry will be moſt promoted. So that we have 
great Reaſon to believe what Nehemiah acknow- 


us no other than right Tudgments and true Laws, 
GooD STATUTES and Commandments. The 
Wiſdem, 1 fay, of God will oblige us to form 
ſuch Concluſions as theſe concerning the Law 


for were there not ſufficient Reaſon for a// Gods 


ed Underſtanding of which he is poſſeſſed. 
Tis even 7mpoſſible that Weakneſs, of any 


of Wiſdom ; or that Wiſdom ſhould be the Au- 
thor of any Thing unlike itſelf; which every 
Thing that is not * RE e. WHICH 25 1 


*n 


(us 74 

fittithh and ri FOR, and e juſtifiable, as 
well as tending to \ ſome. valuable Hind) uk be 
owned by all to be. 

The very Nature WE o God, is a 5 
ficient Teſtimonial of the Nature of. his Law. 
As be is a Being of moſt conſummate Wiſdom, 
we may ſafely from hence conclude, that every 
Thing he requires from every Creature 7s Ne. 
h right and reaſonable, admirably ſuited to their 
Nature and Circumſtances, and contrived to 
promote their higheſt Good. In like manner, _ 

2dly, The Nature alſo of . Man may further - 
tisfy us, that Cod can require nothing but what 
1s perfectly reaſonable. 

As we are reaſonable Creatures, there can be 
no Rule of acting rightly preſcribed, but what 
is conſonant to our Reaſon ; none but what our 
Reaſon, if unbiafſed, will be led to approve of, 
45 ſtting and right, and tending to our Advan- 
tage. I do not mean, that nothing can be re- 
quired of us, but what we may clearly and ful- 
ly comprehend. the Reaſon of. This Suppoſi- 
tion would lead Men preſumptuouſly to com- 
pare their Underſtandings with God's; or give 
them an Occaſion to diſpute every Command 
which they do not like. But what I aim at is 
this, that whatever God requires, is certainly 
of ſuch a Nature, and in ſuch a Manner made 
known, as that Men may have a ſufficient ra- 
timal Motive to pay Obedience to it; and there- 
fore, it is needful that they either ſee, or might 
1 if they would, ſo much of the Nature of 
D 2 it, 


4 


"Ti 20 13 
it, ant the Evidence of its MIS the. wh N 
God; as may be ſufficient to ſatisfy them, rh 
"tis reaſonable and fitting, and woula be really for 
« their Advantage to put it into Practice. ) 
For how elle could they be prevail'd upon to 
comply with it from ſuch rational Views, and 
in ſo rational a Manner, as may render them 
moral Agents in what they do Every reaſon- 
oble Action muſt be performed upon ſome Mo. 
tive, ſufficient to engage the doing it ; and there- 
fore, in ſome Degree, at leaſt, - aſt be done 
oullingly, otherwiſe it could not be commend. 
© 
Force or Compulſion may indeed work Men 
into outward Compliance, but, ſince no Sort 
of Compulſion can poſſibly Eye their Minds; 
this Compliance, properly ſpeaking, is not the 
8 Action or Service of the Man, his Reaſon is not 
| concerned, but is reluctant in all ſuch Caſes. 
I cannot therefore perceive how the Notion 
of mere Pleaſure, or of arbitrary Will in God 
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5 (altho' contended for by ſome) can lay a Foun- 
* dation for any rational or moral Subjection to 
bi. the Commands that are in /s Manner enjoined, 
* ö Mere Pleaſure, as to human Commands, ſeems 
Us | to me to be nothing elſe but mere Imagination, 
1 | or mere Fancy ; and no real Obligation can a- 


riſe from hence. And as for mere Authority, 
| 5 this, as I take K. direct Tyranny ; and much 
WW =. leſs therefore can this convey of ztfelf, an Obli- 
1 gation to Obedience. Indeed whatever is com- 
| manded, without any rational View in him who 
i ; | | commands 1 


mn, 

commands; cannot lay on any Being A ration 
Obligation. 

It may be ſaid howeves,' with kinds to the 
Commands of God, that *tis enough for Men 
to know they are really enjoined by him. But, 

b this, no one however can be ſuppoſed 
to pay any right Obedience from this Conſide- 
ration only, that any Thing is God's Will or 
Pleaſure; but becauſe be is perſuaded, that ht. 
ever God commands, is moſt certainly right and fit- 

ling, tho he may not be able plainly to perceive 
it, from the Nature of ſuch Commands. It muſt 
be is Perſuaſion, I ſay, that is the chief In- 
ducement to any ' foucere and rational Compli- 
ance ; a Senſe of Authority, or a Senſe of Power, 
may occaſion a forced, but not a "Fo Sub- 
jection, 

The Minds and Wills of Men are oily: to be 
r:ghtly wrought upon by appearing Reaſons, by 
what they are convinced is fitting to be done, 
and by the Proſpect of ſome Good.” Theſe, as I : 
imagine, are our only rational Motives of ating | 
in all Caſes ; all others are either eompul> - 
| five, or bũt pretended ones.---As for the Princi- 
1 of Gratitude, it plainly comes under theſe. 

So that, upon the whole, rational Agents, 
ſuch as Men are, are only to be wrought upon 
by rational Inducements; 5. e. by the appearing 
knee of Things, and the Profess F ſome Good. 
The firſt, tho' moſt noble, is ſcarcely of itſelf 
? ſufficient to prevail on ſuch imperfect Creatures 
as we are, who are made up of Senſe, as well 
2. as 


* 
as of Reaſon; and therefore we 1 in mof 
| Caſes, if not in all, the conjoined Influence of 
the other. 

Thus is it exceeding evident from the Na. 
ture of Man, as well as from the Nature of God, 
that nothing can be required of us, but what 
is conſonant to our Reaſon. Our rational Agen- 
cy doth render it even neceſſary, that the Rule 
of Life which may be given us, ſhould be equi- 
fable and right, and deſigned for our Good; o- 
therwiſe we cannot rightiy comply with it. And 
therefore, if it could be made to appear, that 
any Command of God 1s of a contradicto 
Nature, we ſhould be no way culpable in diſre- 
garding it; becauſe it is undeniable, from the 
Nature of God, the Nature of Man, and the 
Nature of Things; that it cannot be rightly 
founded. But this is not the Caſe, as to any one 
Precept or Reſtraint contained in the Law of 
God. For whoever duly examines this moft ex- 
cellent Rule of Life, will find all its Directions, 
Declarations, and Counſels, to be perfectly ly agree- 
able to the Nature and Reaſens of Things. But 
this leads me to the next Thing „ 
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4 Law which God hath groen 0 us. 
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8 it plainly appears, from What hath been 
obſerved before, concerning the Nature 
both of God, and Man, that there can be no di- 
vine Command but what is perfectly reaſonable z - 
ſo is it evident, 2dly, That the ſacred Scriptures, - 
(which all Chriſtians acknowledge to be the Rule 
that God hath given them) do really contain uo 
other Command; than theſe. ' 

The Service here required, or the Courſe of 
Life which theſe direct to; is perfe&2ly right and 
fitting, in every Part 7 it. So that every one's 
Reaſon, who hath well examined theſe Things, 
muſt neceſſarily approve of it, and alſo lead him 
to the Practice of it (as will be ſhewn hereaf- = 
ter) becauſe it is, on all Accounts, the moſt ad- == 
vi ſeable Manner of Life be can apply _ 5 —_ 
unto. | . Fg 
. "BO repreſent thoſe Matters as plainly as I can, 
= 1 would firſt obſerve, in general, that to be | 
have aright in the ſeveral Parts of Life, or to 
act reaſonably in all the Matters and Caſes that 

concern us; it is manifeſtly requiſite, that eve 
Being, and every Affair, which bath any Relation 
40 us, ſhould have, on all Occaſions, @ proper 
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Reg ard ſhewn-to them, in the various Parts of 
our Conduct. Now this ppoſeth, 


1], That Seaſons and Circumſtances, reſbecting 
each particular Service, ſhould be always duly re. 


garded.---If this is not the Cafe, what we owe 
to one, may interfere and claſh with what we 

owe to another; and this may create ſuch Con- 
fuſion in our Duty, as muſt neceſſarily prevent 
the right Performance of it : wherefore we 
muſt conclude, that God cannot poſſibly be the 
Author of any Confuſion, ' or require at any time 
two different Parts of Service that are incompa- 


tible with one another.--- God is not (ſays St. 


 Paul*) the Author of Confu on. And hs Rea- 


ſon of it is plain, becauſe it would unavoidabl | 


annul the Commands he hath laid upon us. 

I There muſt Teceſarily be proper Seaſons, and 
| proper Meaſure too, for ſhewing Regard to 
every Duty ; and a rational Conduct conſiſts in 
| behaving ſuitable hereto. So that to act aright 
with reſpect 70 God, our Neighbours, ourſelves, 
and the ſeveral Matters which relate to each, 
(wherein our whole Duty conſiſts, as preſcribed 
by the Law of God) is to pay due Regard to 

one and the other, in the Seaſon, the Manner, 
and the Meaſure wherein it is fitting. 

All Things indeed are to be regarded always 
in Subordination to God, and the Diſcoveries he 
hath made to us of his Will; becauſe he is the 
prime Object of all our Regard, and bis Will 
is tlie beſt and moſt unexceptionable Rule to di- 

. xiv, 33. 
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per Meaſures ; and ſince he cannot be ſup 
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rect all of them by.---But then, as God wills 


and directs us (becauſe 'tis fitting. and reaſonable) 


to regard alſo our Neighbours, and likewiſe our- 
ſelves; and the ſeveral Matters that may reſpe& 
at their proper Times, and in their pro- 


poſed 


to be the Author of Confuſion (as was obſerved 
before) but of Order and Regularity : he doth 
not expect. ſuch immediate Regard to himſelf, 


or to his &wn eſpecial Services, 
time interfere with any manifeſt Duty, which, . 


as may at any 


at that time, we owe either to ourſelves, or o- 


thers. 


Indeed as the 4 minding N or o- 
thers, in whatever Caſe, is preſcribed by God 
as a Part of our Duty; we are therefore as really 


fulfilling 


berly, 
Parts 


his Will, 


and acting in his Service, 
| -oben doing this, as when we are engaged in any 
|| of thoſe immediate Daties, 


which have reſpe& . 
directly 


to himſelf. 80 that our behaving % 


and our acting righteouſiy, are as truly 


of Religion, as to act godly, 


one, as it doth the other * 


I have thought it proper to take particular 


And the 
Grace of the Goſpel doth teach us as much the 


notice of this, becauſe it ſeems to be miſappre- 


hended by ſome well inclined Chriſtians. T here 
who do not 
think they are employed in any Part of Relt- 
but when they. are directly engaged in 
ſome immediate religious Services ; and have 


are ſome, 


gion, 


of a good Character, 


* Titus li. 12. 
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J far, as to neglect both their perſonal and rela- 
i tive Duties, by employing more Time in them 
Kt # than is required, and more than is really fitting, 


This indeed is an Extream that'is but rarely 
met with, and found only in Perſons of . ſome 
eminent Note for Piety, or in thoſe who make 
great Pretences to it ; but 'tis evidently an Ex- 
1 tream, which the reaſonableneſs of God's Ser- 
Wy vice will by no means allow of. God can not 
.* be ſuppoſed to call any Perſon, at the ſame 

time, to inconſiſtent Duties, for this would cre- 
wo ate Confuſion in his Service; and one Part of 
Duty would be deſtructive of the other. His 

E | moſt reaſonable Service doth only require, that 

_ we behave aright immediately towards himſeſſ, 

1 ; and Tikewiſe towards others, and in reſpect to our- 
ſelves; and therefore that we pay to each, in 
their proper SEASONS, their diſtin and due 
 Regard.---This is the Doctrine which St, Paul 
teacheth us *, in reſpect particularly to the Me- 
thod and Manner of exerciſing ſpiritual Gifts, 

This alſo is what our Saviour hath taught in the 

Caſe of the Sabbath .- -The Sabbath (ſays he) 
was made for Mad, and not MAN for the Sab- 

.. Gath.---And fo are all religious Services, and 
therefore ought, all of them, to give way to 
Mens manifeſt Wants, if the Regard that is due 

to theſe appears hen to be ſeaſonable. And when 
we ſeaſonably and rightly mind ourſelves, or ſerve 
and affiſt our Neighbours ; we do as truly act in 

*; Cor. 14. towards the latter End. + Mark ii. 23, 27. 
1 - Obedience 
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Obedience to God, and as truly advance bs 


ty e ; as when we rightly engage in any im- 
of — — religious Duty. hy St. Paul informs 
10 us*, that we may glorify God even in eating and 
5. trinking, and in WHATEVER ELSE wwe do, 1 
oy will humbly add, and may glorify him as truly, 
65 if not as much, as in any religious Exerciſe ; 
8 provided we guide ourſelves herein by the Rules 
16h which he hath given us, and do thankfully and 
6 dutifully obſerve his Will in them. 
Rut, to make way for the more direct Proof 
me of what I here intend, I would likewiſe ob- 
85 ſerve, that as God's Service, or the Courſe of 
25 Life which he requires from us, ĩs conſiſtent 
0 and orderly; it muſt likewiſe ſuppoſe, 
hat 2dly, A due Preference to Matters and 
al Things, and to the ſeveral Duties arifing from 
dem; to each according to their reſpettive Na- 

ares, and the Concern we have in them. 
due BY This alſo is highly reaſonable, and perfeatly P 
"au i agreeable to the Notions we have of Things.-- 
Ae. i Reaſon doth 5e/# ſhew itſelf by ftingus ſhing | 1 
ifts. rightly, and in regarding accordingly the ſeve- 
e nal Matters and Things that are before us. And 
by every one's Reaſon (through the Helps he may 
ab obtain) doth enable him to act ſuch a Part as 
and Bi this, as far as he hath Occafion for , or bath any 
y © We Concern i in doing ſo. 
2 Accordingly we may find, Sis in obeying 
hen che Commands of God, we are directed in ge- 
tp neral, to regard the Concerns of the other 

1 y f 

„X. 21. 

7. n /O„5 World, 
ence CB 


e 
World, before thoſe which have reſpect only 
to this; to look therefore chiefly to the Things 

that are not ſeen®, and not to thoſe that are. 
And the Reaſon St. Paul gives for it, is an a. 

| bundant Ground for doing ſo; vis. becauſe the 
Things that are ſeen, are but temporal, and rhere- 


RY fore can concern us but a very little while ; 
b | awhereas thoſe that are not ſeen, are Things that 
. are ETERNAL; and muſt therefore be owned 


to be of infinitely greater Moment to us, were it 
only upon the Account of our being eternally 
| concerned in them. So that the ſetting our Af 
Mi fections (mainly or chiefly) upon Things above, 
7 and not on Things upon the Earth; (as St. Paul 
1 enjoins, Col. iii. 2.) and the placing of our Hcarts 
. upon the Treaſures in Heaven (as our Saviour 
directs, Matth. vi. 20.) do appear to be mui 
reaſonable ; becauſe eternal Things, on the ac- 
count only of their Duration, are inconceivably 
preferable to thoſe that are but remporal: and 
they likewiſe exceed them as far in their Value, 
\ they do in their Duration. 
In 251g reſpect then the Courſe of Life which 
God preſcribes, is undeniably moſt reaſonable, i 
requiring us to give the Preference, When nk 
is any Competition, toſ Things that are eternal, 
ſince they do ſo highly deſerve it. But were 
temporal Matters rightly regarded in their proper 
Scaſon only, and no more than they deſerve ; they 


would not, at any time, interfere with thoie | 
that are eternal. 


* 2 Cor. iv. 18. 


by Again, 


N a | | 


y Again, the reaſonableneſs of God's Service is . 
Is alike evident, in directing us to prefer the Enter- 1 
. tainments f our Minds, to the Gratification of A 
2 our Appetites; when theſe prompt us to indulge 1 
he to any ſuch Delights, as our Minds can not ap- 1 
e- prove of; for ſuch are the only Gratifications 9 
-. WH that God reſtrains us from, ſince they alone are i. 
at 63I!! ß —_— 
ed God forbids us nothing but what is really I 
it evil, either in its Nature, or Conſeguences; and = 
lly our own Reaſon can not but forbid the fame Mi 
72 Things, if we can but be convinced they are 1 
ve, ſo. Whenever therefore our Appetites, or Ml 
aul | Senſes do prompt us to give Way to what our pw, 
rts Reaſon cannot approve of; it maſt certainly be = 
Jur owned to be the h:ghejt Reproach to us, as we * 
voſt are reaſonable Creatures, to be guided by our 1 
AC= Senſes, inſtead of our Underſtandings. This is 9 
bly ſo far from being fitting and right, that tis al- | 
ind together wrong. The beſtial Part of Man aſ- 

Je, ſumes, 1n all ſuch Caſes, the Reins of Govern- 

; ment; whilſt the noble rational Mind is degraded 

ich in ſuch a Manner as is highly reproachful to it. 

in Whenever therefore we behave aright, we 

1Cre ſhall readily pay the higheſt Deference to the 

240; higheſt Faculty, i. e. 70 our Reaſon, becauſe /o 

Vere manifeſtly its Due ; nor ſhall we allow ourſelves 

oper in any ſuch Gratification as this is forced to con- 
hey demn. On the contrary, we ſhall be led, in 
10ſec Imitation of St. Paul *, to bring under our Bo- 


dies, and afterwards to keep them in due Sub- 
| * 3 Cor: bt, 27: | 
jection. 


ZI 77 pg — 
WT oy 
. — . tm ret n p 

* * — _ To = . — 
4 * 4 - = + 4 ne — * 0 — - 

- —— — l. ——_ 2 o — — — 8998 

> — - > + © 27> apes —-— — — (—k 
— — — 8 


* — 
ä — _— — 1 
2 * —_— 2 3 e 


mans — = OY * 
— 
"KD ©. 74 


bl — 20 wee Ix 1 
— TITS 


— — — 
n I 
S ret Prue ay 


— 
— 


R 


— 


2 7s” ” * — - — 3 . 2 g * 7 : * 
„ — Te. 2 . << 2 * — +6 n a X - — — 22 a verb Ch „ „ 2 pay 
R ( K F 2 $82 5 huts Res Tee REIT e016 — — — . S — bee 5 

A 4 Fe 1 , 2 > " — — — * * ” — — ” —_ — 
e N mY * - r F _— gr. n hed ot 2 4H Pon 6 2 by £4 
- 


— * — 
Nr 


( 30 0 
jection to our ee; and, if Need be, to mor- 
zify the Members of them, (as this ſame Apoſtle 
adviſeth *) that they may not deſtroy the Com- 
forts of our Minds, and occaſion ſuch Com- 
punction as may prove their greateſt Burthen. 
Theſe are the Methods which a right or rati- 
onal Conduct will always oblige us to, in reſpect 
to the forementioned Things. It is certainly 
fitting, that the nobleſt Part of us ſhould be 
always moſt regarded, and moſt gratified ; and 


conſequently allowed to chooſe for us, and go- 
vern us, in all the Entertainments we deſire, and 


urſue. 


Now this 1s the very Thing which the Law of 


God doth direct 70 and require from us, in all 


ſuch Caſes. It forbids us only ſuch ire of 


Gratifications, as wwe ourſelves ſhall be forced to 
condemn, when we ſoberly turn our Thoughts 
upon em; and recommends, on the other hand, 


ſuch a /audable Courſe of acting, fo regular, and 


0 fitting ; as that the Teſtimony and Approba- 


tion of our own Minds may afford us continual 


Pleaſure in it 


I might open theſe Matters further in various 


other Inſtances, but preſume tis needleſs ; and 
therefore ſhall now proceed 7o 4 more direct 
Proof of the reaſonableneſs of that Service which 
God requires from us, or of that Courſe of Life 
which the facred Scriptures direct us to. 


And this, as I conceive, will ſufficiently ap- 
pear by conſidering the following Things, vz2. : 


* Col Ml. 0 FCC | , 
535 1ſt, The 


><. ſs T een Ree CVVT 


\ 


EY 
aſt, The -Pecial Exp that is Propoſed by lead- 
ing fuch a Life. 


2dly, The Means that are preſcribed for ac- 


compliſhing this End. And, 
zaͤly, The plain and FULL TESTIMONY 


which the ſacred Scriptures themſelves bear, to 


tbe Reaſonableneſs of what 1s required by them. 
iſt, It is apparent from the eſpecial END that 


16 propoſed, by leading fuch a Life as this Beau 
Rule directs us to. 


This End is our own and * Creatures 
greateſt Good, both preſent, and future; and in this 
is included the Glory or Praiſe of God. For 
as God hath moſt admirably projected the high- 
eſt Good to all his Creatures, according to their 


reſpective Natures; and likewiſe ſkilfully, as 


well as kindly appointed the moſt conducive 


Means for it; he hath made in his ſuch glori- 
ous Diſcoveries of his great Perfections, as mani- 
feſtly tend to his higheſt Praiſe. And in ” 


Manner and Meaſure that thoſe great Ends 


beſt. accompliſhed, in that Way, and in 7 4 


Degree is his Praiſe exalted by every Rank of 
Creatures, — We need not therefore ſeparate, in 
the Inſtance I am treating of, the Glory of God, 
from the Good of Men; fince in this Inſtance, 
the latter doth (as I conceive) plainly include 
the other.—I do here obſerve then, that the 


HH Good of Mankind is manifeſtly the main Thing that 


God muſt be ſuppoſed to have in View, in evet 
| Part of that Rule of Life which he hath thought 


F to * us. The only other End we can 
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imagine him to have, is his own Glory, which 


las Elihu, in Fob *, admirably obſerves) what 


plainly intimates) can, in the loweſt Degree, 


_ willing Practice. It we had no ſuch ra- 
tional View, in paying Obedience to the Com- 
mands of God; I cannot ſee how we could be 

brought to ſuch a fincere Compliance with them, 


is laid upon him, ſhould be, in Part at leaſt, WW 
aimed at his own appearing Good, in order to 


| neſs of Men, in all the Commands he hath 


7046 2-5 RI NE 
$41 
- 


(3% )) 


is (as I have juſt before noted) included mani- 
feſtly in this: - -For ſuppoſing thou be righteous, 


giveſt thou to God? or what receiveth he of thine 
Hand? Thy Wickedneſs may hurt a Man, as thou 
art ; and thy Righteouſneſs may profit the Son of 


Man. But neither one, or the other (as he 


affect thy Creator, the God of all Perfection. 

This manifeſtly ſhews, that the divine Being 
doth undoubtedly aim at Mens own Happineſs, 
in the ſeveral Things required from them ; and 
hereby, he ſtrongly recommends the Service he 
enjoins us, to our higheſt Approbation and miſt 


as God undoubtedly expects from us. Tis true, 
Fear of his Diſpleaſure, and of what we might 
ſuffer by it, may force our Obedience, but can- 
not be ſuppoſed to draw it. The very Nature 
of Man requires, that every Command which 


ſecure his future Obedience, 
That God doth certainly aim at the Happi- 


laid upon us; is alſo exceeding evident from ſe- 
veral Texts of Scripture. 


* Job xxxv. 7, 8. 


The 


ö 


for what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, 
ut to do juſtly, to love Mercy, and to walk humbly 
before thy God? What elle doth he require hut 
thoſe moſt reaſonable Things? This thou wilt 
find to be the Subſtance of thy Duty, and is it 
not exceeding plain, that each Part thereof is 
deſigned for, and highly conducing to thine own 
8 Good ? 

Moſes alſo ſpeaks in like Manner, on che 
= {ame Occaſion. + He had been exhorting the 
Ifaelites to obey all the Commands of God, 

and ſhewing them the fatal Conſequences of 
their Diſobedience ; and then tells them, in the 


= AND Goop, upon their faithful obeying all the 
Commands of God; and DEATH AND EvII, 
if they would not be perſuaded to it. And in 
another Place *, he more plainly declares, that 
the Lord their God had commanded them to do all 
is Statutes, and to fear him, for THEIR Goon 
Ss ALWAYS, 
Ih here are a great many other Paſſages to the 
W {ame Purpoſe, but theſe are ſuch expreſs Proofs 
of the Point, to all who regard the Teſtimony 


1 of ſacred a that it ſeems needleſs to men- 
tion them. 


Mich. vi. 8. F Deut. xxx. 15. Deut. vi. 24. 


T he Prophet Micah, when ſpeaking of this, 


doth very remarkably expreſs himſelf : || He 
bath ſhexwed thee, O Man (ſays he) what is Goop; 


8 Concluſion, that he had ſet before them LIFE 


It ſeems to me undenuble, hs that 
God's great End, in the Law he hath given us 


for 
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, which God requires from us, appears to be high- 
ly reaſonable ; in that tis manifeſtly intended for 


(34) 
for our Rule of Life, is our own Good, in Con- 
junction with that of our Fellow-Creatures ; ; for 
our own is, in many Reſpects, connected with 
theirs, —included in it, and even inſeparable from 
it ; as might eaſily be made to appear. 

Under his Conſideration then, the Service 


our greateſt Good. Apprehended Good is the % 
pecial Object of our Reaſon. Reaſon always 
aims at it, directs o it, and endeavours after it, 
as its main Concern. Whatever therefore ap- 
pears to us to be truly good, or to be for out 
Good, we cannot but deſire, as reaſonable Be- 
ings; and ſtrive to obtain, if we think f it attain- 
able. 

If we rightly Siena the Nature, ag the 
Intent of the Law, which God hath given us, 
and were willing to act as our Reaſon would di 
rect us; we ſhould be led to obey it in ever 
Part, with the greateſt Readineſs and Si incerity; 
as tending ſo directly to advance our own and 
others Happineſs, conſidered as inſeparable from 
one another, 
of Mankind, or the conjoined Intereſt and Hap- 
pineſs of all, as depending on one another; that 


-which he hath given us. But, 


2dly, The Means alſo that are preſer ibed fr F | 
the promoting human Happineſs, are a fart" 
Proof of the Reaſonableneſs of that Service abi 


God "ou res * vm uus; fince theſe, auben 405 on 
fit 
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It is manifeſtly the common Goo 


God muſt be ſuppoſed to aim at, in the Lav 


(350 


plied with, have the apteſt Tt indy 70 2 1 


End Wes at, 


Right Reaſon, or Wiſdom, doth not a y 


ſhew itſelf in propoſing ſuitable Ends ; but more 


eſpecially, in directing alſo to che propereſt : 
Means for the attaining thoſe Ends; - otherwiſe 


it would diſcover itſelf but very imperfectly: 

nay, a Miſtake with reſpect to the Means, would 
evidently betray a great Defect in the Unger 
ſtanding. Wherefore we muſt conclude, that 
as God is a Being of infinite Wiſdom, he hath 
not only propoſed the higheſt and beſt End, in 
8 preſcribing Man a Law; but hath certainly 


W contrived the moſt conducive Means to the ac- 


& compliſhing this End; ſo that this very Per- 
fection of the divine Nature may fully ſatisfy us 
of what I here obſerve. —But tis further exceed- 
ing evident, from the abundant Teſtimony 
= which the Scripture, itſelf bears to the Deſign, 
and Nature of its own Precepts. And as this 
is fully fatisfying to all, who believe its divine 


Original; ſo may a ſober and careful Examina- 


tion of the ſeveral Parts of Duty, which are 
here preſcribed, convince, one would hope, 
& Unbelievers alſo of the fame. 
= In reſpect to the Bible's Teſtimoty concern- 
ing this, we find the Prophet Feremy introducing 
= God as expreſly calling the Way of his Com- 
mands, a good Way, Jer. vi. 16. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, and) ye in the Mays, and ſee, and aſe for 
be old Paths.---Where is the Go Way ?--- And 
W coalk therein, and ye 4 * for your Souls. 

The 
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—_ 
The Meaning is :---Go, and look out care- 
fully for thoſe who can inform you, and aſk of 


them, where lies the GOOD ord Way ? or, 


which is the Way that leads to HaPPiNEss ? 


And when you are rightly informed, be ſure 
carefully to walk therein, and you will certain- 
ly obtain the Reſt, or Happineſs you aim ar, 


In like manner doth Nehemiah alſo ſpeak, in 
the Paſſage before quoted * : Thou cameſt . 
(fays he to God) pon Mount Sinai, and ſpakeſt 
with them from Heaven; and gaveſ them RIGHT 
JUDGMENTS AND TRUE LAws, GooD STA- 
TUTES AND COMMANDMENTS. . The Pro-- 
phet chiefly intends, in this, the oral Laws, 


which God had given to his People ; and theſe 


certainly were deſerving the high Encomium 
given of them. St. Paul likewiſe declares, to 

the ſame Purpoſe +, That the Law is holy, 4 
the Commandments |of it] holy, juſt, and good 
He manifeſtly thus deſcribes them, becauſe jo 


. admirably adapted to our preſent Ci reumſtances 


and ſo mcomfarably ſerviceable to human Good. 
Whereupon the Pſalmiſt declares 4, that 13 
keeping the Laws of God, as well as afterward, 
there is a great Reward; a Reward abundantly 
ſufficient to engage a true Obedience to em. 
He had ſo clear a Diſcernment of the Excellen- 
cy of thoſe Laws, that he ſeems to be wrapt u 
in Admiration and Affection upon contemplating 
the Nature of em; and therefore runs out into 
= Neh: ix. 13. BY 73 04+. 
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(39) 

very high Encomiums of em, in the foregoing 
Verſes * 

It will not, I hope, be e imperti- 
nent, tho I here attempt a ſhort Paraphraſe up- 
on the wonderful Character he thought fit to 

ive them, in the Verſes ] point at. 

The Flow of the Lord (lays he ver. 7.) is per- 
fed, converting the Soul; i. e. is perfectly well 
contrived to anſwer all the real Wants, and rati- | 
onal Deſires of thoſe who are to be governed by 
it. It is a moſt compleat Rule for every Part 


r 


— of Life, and enforceth all its Directions, in the 1 
RE moſt engaging Manner ; ſo that nothing can have "i 
„ g more prevailing Influence to work Converſion 1 
„ in Mens Souls. 30 
m He proceeds: The Te Alimony of the Tian is 1 
to ſure, making wiſe the Simple; 1. e. This incom- il. 
1d WW parable Law may ſafely be depended upon in 4 15 
1d, its Counſels, Inſtructions, and Propoſals ; fo 1 
jo that no Perſon hath Need to fear his miſſing the bl 
es, Way to Happineſs, who will endeavour right- 78 
0d. ly to obey it. And thoſe Counſels and Inſtructi- bt 
in ons are likewiſe delivered with ſo much Perſpi- 4 
rd, cuity that, by the Help of them, even ſimple i 
tly People may find out their Way, and grow vile 1 
m. to Salvation. | 1 
en- er. 8.) The 8 fatutes of the Lord are ri gbr, 1 
uf * rejoicing the Heart; — i. e. They are ſo per- 4 
ing fectly faultleſs, and fo fit to regulate the Actions „ 
nto of Mankind; that thoſe who rightly diſcern and AM 
= M3; them, 2 raviſh'd with uncommon Plea- | 
) * Ver. 7, 8, 9, 10. 3 
| ſure Y 
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ſure on account thereof. He goes on further 


[as one extreamly affected] to mention alſo the 


wonderful Purity of the divine Law, and its 


eſpecial Aptitude to en. gbten Mens Underſtandings 
in what concerned their Happineſs. And then 
takes Notice of its Clearneſs, viz. from all thoſe 


_ falſe Mixtures which might any way leſſen the 


Eſteem it juſtly claims; ſo that its matchleſs 
Excellencies, and the Recommendations ariſing 
from them, would remain FoR EVER. And 
after all, concludes this very high Character, by 
declaring, That it was true, and righteous AI. 


TOGETHER ; viz. in every Part, and every 
View; and therefore, upon the whole, was 


more to be deſired than Gold, yea than Much 
FINE Gold; and alſo faweeter than H oney, or the 


Honey Comb. By which Words he intimates, 


that the greateſt Treaſures, and higheſt Satis- 
factions of the preſent World, were vaſtly ſhort 
of it; - that nothing could compare with it, 
for either Value, or Delight. 

And if this is a juſt Account of the divine 
Law, in its ſeveral Branches; we have Reaſon 
certainly to conclude, that as God propoſeth 
the Happineſs of Mankind, in the Service which 


- he requires from us; ſo are the Means directed 
to for the attaining this End (vi. the ſeveral 


Duties, and Virtues which are preſcribed in the 

ſacred Scriptures) the apteſt and moſt conducive 

elps hereunto, that our Pr[vent Circumſtances 
do admit of. 

But if any Perſon ſhould defire any further 

_ Evidence 
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. 
Evidence of this Matter, his own ſober Exa- 
mination of what the Law of God enjoins, may 
ſoon convince - him of the Truth of it. For 
the whole which it requires, may be ſummed 
up in theſe two Things, viz. our ceafing to do 
Evil &; and our learning to do well. Or in the 
Apoſtle's Phraſe 4; in our deny:ng Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſts, and in living ſoberly, rigbte- 
oufly, and godlily; 1. e. in refuſing to comply 
with any vicious Inclination that may prompt us 
to tranſgreſs, either the Rules of Virtue, or the 
= Precepts of Godlineſs; and in living, on the 
= other hand, in the faithful Practice of the ſeve- 
ral Duties we owe to God, our Neighbours, and 
our ſelves. 555 

Whoever is prevailed upon to practiſe ſeadily 
ſuch a Courſe of Life as this, will certainly find 
it the moſt ſucceſsful Method that could be 
taken to promote, to beſt Advantage, both his 
own and his Neighbour's Good, As the Happi- 
neſs of Man 1s the great End which God maſt 
be ſuppoſed to have had in View, in preſcribing 
a Rule of Life to us; it is ſufficiently evident, 
from what I have now obſerved, that the ſeve- 
ral Parts of this Rule are admirably contrived to 
anſwer the End hereby propoſed. Whether 
therefore we conſider the manifeſt Deſign of the 
Service which God requires from us, or the 
Means directed to for the accompliſhing this De- 
ſign; it will in both Reſpects appear 70 be al- 
together reaſonable. And as a further Confirma- 
tion of this, we may likewiſe conſider, 
ai 1. 19, 7% © LR EL 
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and direct us to every Part of Service Which 


and Precepts which are contained in this excel. 
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„dy, 7. be euident and full T, ofti nony, wi 
NY 1 Scriptures themſelves bear to the reaſon. 
ableneſs of what is required by them. 
Theſe contain the Rule of Life, which all 
profeſſing Chriſtians acknowledge to be divine; 


God. requires from his reaſonable Creatures, 
Now it plainly appears, that all the Directions 


lent Rule, and all the Motives it ſets before us 
to engage our Compliance with them; are per- 
feftlv reaſonable. This is manifeſt, not only 
from what hath been obſerved already, but 
from the Appeal of the ſacred Scriptures to the 
Reaſon and Underſtanding of Men. 
In the Parable of the Vineyard (mentioned 
+ by Jſaiab, Chapter 5, at the Beginning) we find 
ſuch a“ direct Appeal as this: And now, O In. 
habitants of Feruſalem, and Men of Judab *, e 
Judge, I pray you, between me and my Vineyard.—— 
As if he had faid,---I am content to appeal to 
your own Reaſon about my Manner of acting, in 
reſpect to the Judgments I have brought upon 
vou for GS my Law, and neglecting 
my Service. The excellent and perfect Rule of 
Life, preſcribed for the right Government of 
your Conduct, and the gracious Diſpenſations 
of Providence which have attended you; are a 
ſufficient Proof that J have behaved towards you 
in a very engaging Manner. But the Returns 
which you have made are fo highly ungrateful, 


*: Ti. -v. 3» 
and 


(4r) 


| and provoking ; that your own Conſciences muſt 
bear Teſtimony to the Equity of thoſe Judg- 
ments which have befallen you. 

There is alſo the like Appeal in the Prophecy 
of Ezekiel, (Chapter xviii. 29.) where God 
vindicates himſelf from an unjuſt Imputation 
which had been caſt upon him: Per, ſaith the 
Houſe of Iſrael, the Way of tbe Lord is not e- 
by O Houſe of Ijrael, are not my Ways equal? 
And are not your Ways unequal? --- Which is as 
if he had faid:---I appeal in this to your own 
Reaſon, if you will but duly conſider it. All 
my Commands, and all my Expectations from 
you are moſt reaſonable, and ſo is every Part of 
ö my Conduct towards you; you have not there- 
fore the leaſt Room to complain, much leſs to 
i E me, as being in any Meaſure injurious. 
But ſince you have thus boldly cenſured my 
Proceedings: I will judge you, O Houſe of II 
nal, every one according to his Ways; not arbi- 
ö | trarily, as you falſely ſugggeſt I have hitherto 
done, but in the moſt equrrable Manner, * Repent 
Y therefore, and turn yourſelves from all your Tranſ= 
[= ſo Iniquity (after all) ſhall not be * 
uin 

All this is manifeſtiy an Appeal to Mens own 
| Reaſon, concerning the Equity of the divine 
| Law; and the conſequent Righteonſneſs of all 
| God's Proceedings, with this provoking People. 
Of the like Nature was our Saviour's whole 

| Doctrine, and that of his Apoſtles after him. 


* Ezek. xviil. 30. 
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The Manner of Chriſt's concluding his moſt 


excellent Sermon upon the Mountain (which 
comprehends the Subſtance of the Religion that 
he preſcribed) doth ſeem to me to be a very 
plain Proof of the Nature, and Tendency of his 
own Doctrine. He there told his Diſciples, that 
he would liken every one «who did his Sayings (i. e. 
who put his Doctrine into Practice, after he 
Had heard it) 20 @ wiſe MAN who built his Houſs 
upon a Rock *. And, on the other hand, Every 
one wwho heard them, but obeyed them No; 10 4 
FOOLISH Man who built upon the Sand.---By 
which he teacheth us, that Obedience to his 
Commands was the greateſt Inſtance of W1/dom, 
and Diſobedience of Folly, And the Ground 
of this muſt be, becauſe all his Directions were 
juſt and reaſonable, and manifeſtly calculated 
for their own Good; otherwiſe Men could not 
be repreſented as wiſe or fooliſh, for regarding or 
diſregarding them. Wiſdom leads Men to judge 
of Things aright, nor can it approve, or mak: 
Choice of any Thing; but what appears to be 
ſome way inſtrumental either to their own, o 
their Neighbours Good. LT 
Accordingly Solomon tells us +, "that the Wil 
dom of the Prudent is, to direct his Way, i. e 
it ſerves to lead him into his right Way; and 
is alſo beſt diſcovered, by his chooſing and 
walking in it. Our Saviour therefore, as J cot- 
ceive, doth, in the forequoted Paſſage, plainly 
point af the Wiſdom of his Inſtructions, or at tit 
_ * Matth. vii. 24, 26. + Prov. xiv. 8. 
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under the Term Reaſoning. 


(4) 


found Regen . in them; by declaring, 


that every one who practiſed them, would here- 
by ſhew himſelf wiſe in doing ſo. 

In like manner, St. Paul's Method of teach- 
ing both 7ews, and Gentiles, had ſo much of 
Reaſon in it, that tis ſet forth, in ſeveral Places, 
Thus i is he ſaid to 
reaſon Wi th the Jews three 8 abbath- Days follows 
ing, out of the Scri ptures, concerning Chriſt, As 
HIS MANNER WAS; 7. e. as it was his Cu- 
tom to do, in his Way of preaching. Which 
great Example doth, I think direct, as well as 
juſtify every Chriſtian Miniſter to reaſon al- 
ways from the Scriptures, each according to his 
Talents; and to make it his cſfomary Way of 
preaching, in like manner as St. Paul did. 
Again, he is alſo ſaid to have thus RE ASONED in 
the ſpnagogue even EVERY SABBATH *, and to 
have perſuaded both Jews and Greeks ; 7. e. and 


to endeavour to perſuade them, by reaſoning out 


of the Scriptures, to become Chriſtians, and to 
live as ſuch. And we are further told of his 
reaſoning alſo with Felix , the Roman Gover- 


nor, concerning Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and 
| Judgment to come. 


Indeed the uſual Way 2 preaching in the 


firſt Ages, and ever fince, appears to me to be 
properly a Reaſoning from the Word of God, 


concerning his Will, and the Matters more eſpe- 


cially that have reſpect to Mens Salvation. 


And I can not but take that to be the trueft 


5 Acts xvii. 4. f Acts xxiv. 25. 
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dad beſt preaching, wherein this is done to beſt 
Advantage. This is certainly the moſt likely 
Method to work rat:onally upon Mens Hearts 
and Lives, this is the only Way to improye . 
their Underſtandings in the right Knowledge of 
their Duty; and to induce them to pay a ra- 
tional Obedience to the ſeveral Commands of 
So. 7 | | 
Mbat elſe can be the Intent of the Inſtitution 
of preaching, but to explain and enforce the 
divine Law, in ſuch a rational Manner, as may 
moſt effectually inſtruct Men in the divine Will; 
- and perſuade them to comply with it? This is 
certainly the Intent of the Law itſelf, and the 
Aim of all who 7igh:ly preach it. All the In- 
ſtructions and Precepts of the Bible, do very 
manifeſtly tend to this; and all the Motives 
that are here ſet before us, are rational Motives, 
plainly deſigned to prevail upon Men in a ratio. 
nal Way, to put in Practice what is hu ſhewn 
to be their Duty. | 115 
The Account we have in Scripture, of the 
glorious Excellencies of the divine Nature, ma- 
nifeſted in the Works of Creation, and Prov. 
dence; is intended to ſhew us, as we are reaſb- 
nable Creatures, what Returns of Honour, Af- 
tection, and Gratitude are fitting, and due from 
us, to ſo great and good a Being; and by this 
Means, to engage our Compliance with the 
ſeveral Parts of our Duty. They are thus 
preſented to our Minds, that we may in 4 
rational Manner be impreſſed and _— by 
| them; 
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them ; for ſuch is our Nature, we are only to 
be wrought upon by the Notions we have of 
Things ; as they appear to us, they operate up- 


on us. 


So that the Regard we are brought to ſhew 


to God himſelf, and to his Works, and Will; 
is excited by, and proportioned to the Apprehen- 
ſions we have of one, and the other. Accord - 


ingly God hath made himſelf known to us, by 
his Works of Creation, and thoſe of Provi- 


dence ; for this very End, that we might here- 


by be prevailed upon (as our Sentiments natu- 
rally lead us) ro regard him aright, and to carry 
curſekves accordingly.---And on the ſame Ac- 
count, and by the ſame Means, hath he re- 
vealed alſo his Will, that we might thus ratio- 
nally be wrought upon to ſubmit to it, and obey 
it, in all Cates. i 

This likewiſe is the manifeſt End of all 


the Threatenings, and of all the Promiſes, both 


temporal, and eternal, that are any where ſet 
before us. The fir /? are deſigned to work ra- 
tionally in a Way of Fear, and the other by that 
of Hope; ſo that God's whole Proceeding with 
Men, is ſuited to their Natures ; as he hath 
made us rational Creatures, he dealeth with us 
as ſuch. 


And indeed he can not but thus deal with us, 


= confidering what be himſelf is, and what ws. are 


actually made by him; but of theſe Things I 
have ſpoken particularly before. 


1 would now hope, that what hath been ob- 
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ſufficient Confirmation of the Point I Propoſed 
. to prove; Ui. 


"er the Law whith e e is 


the Courſe of Life which' be directs us to, is al. 
together agreeable to the Reaſon we are endowed 


avith ; or to the rational Notions that We have of 
Matters. 1 

As no Rule of Life can be ſuited to our Na- 
tures, and to the Circumſtances we are placed 
in, but what is conſonant to our Reaſon li. e. 
but what doth propoſe a ſuitable End; and di- 
rect alſo to proper Means for the accompliſhing 
ſuch End] I bave ſbeum that this is actually 


the Caſe, in reſpect to the Rule of Life which 


God hath given to us. Under theſe Conſidera- 
tions therefore our Reaſon muſt High approve 
of this moſt excellent Rule, and of the Courſe of 
Life preſcribed by it; as being both worthy of 
God, and admirably ſuited to our Circum- 
ſtances —Beſides, to ſtrengthen this Evidence a 


little further, I have likewiſe repreſented the 
immediate Teſtimony of the Rule itſelf, con- 


cerning the Reaſonableneſs of mary Thing pro- 
poſed in, and required by it. 

It makes an Appeal to Mens own Reaſon, 
concerning the Equity and Goodneſs of its In- 
junctions; and repreſents its Inſtructions as be- 
ing manifeſtly founded on the higheſt Reaſon. 

I may therefore be allowed to conclude, that 


this is really the Nature, and Tendency of that 
| . which God hath been pleaſed to give us; 


--=that 


1 (47) þ 

- chat its inte efpecial Aim, is 0 promote to 

the beſt Advantage our oN and our Nei gs 
Good ; and that the Means it propoſeth, and di- 
rects to, for this End, are the apteſt and moſt 

conducive that our Circumſtances do admit: 


nor was there Room to doubt of this, ſince in- 


3 finite Wiſdom hath contrived all. + 
I tal now proceed to conſider the Nature 


of that Obedience, which is due to the Law of | 


God. 


CHAP. Iv. 
What Sort of Obedience to this moſt. ex- 


cellent Rule of Life, zs like to prove 


ſucceſsful ; 1. e. to gain Acceptance 
with God, and to be * * It to 


ourſelves. 


IN diſcourſing upon this, J would obſerve, 
iſt, That as God bath mags us rational G 
tures, he deſigned that our UNDERST ANDINGS 


ſhould immediately direct our Conduct, and be the. 


Governours of all our Actions. 

Accordingly, when we act as Nun Men, 
we ſubmit to the Directions and Counſels of our 
Minds; and allow ourſelves in nothing but what 
theſe — of. Nay, ſuch is the Influence 
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poſed. And whenever any Matter, or Manner 


Tm) 
of our rational Powers, that no Motive can pre. 


vail upon us to act, where there is not an 
arance, at leaſt, of ſomething reaſonable; 7. . 


of ſomething that is eligible, or deſirable for us | 


to do, upon ſome Account or other, af the 


Time, and in the Circumſtances wherein it is pro- 


of acting, appears thus to be eligible, we cannit 
refrain complying ; it then neceſſarily gains the 
Preference, for the Time, to whatever elſe may 
be propoſed to our Thoughts. 

Since therefore the Service which God re- 
quires from us, or the Courſe of Life which he 
directs us to, is certainiy reaſonable; were we 
fully perſuaded of this, our Minds or Under- 
ſtandings would not only direct us to practiſe 
this Courſe of Life; but would even chlige 6 


to it. 


But to render what 1 aim at * more con- 
ſpicuous, and to improve the Conſideration to 
the Ends that I a I would further ob- 
ſerve, 

2dly, That our only proper Courſe of acting, 
is to aff RATIONALLY, in ALL the Matters 
and Caſes that may concern us. 

Now this rational Conduct will lead us to 
ſhew a proper Regard to all other Beings, and 
Things, that may reſpect us; and therefore to 
reſpect each according to their ſeveral Natures, 
and the Concern we may imagine we have! in 


them. 
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any Affair, upon whatever Account, lays @ fort 
of Debt upon thoſe from whom tis due; and 
this makes Way for what may be called a 
= Claim, the anſwering of which becomes a Duty. 
Now Reaſon directs us to anſwer every proper 
Claim, becauſe fis equitable and juſt, and conſe= 
quently reaſonable to do ſo. Whatever is agree- 


in any Caſe, we act from appearing Reaſon, we 
ſo far obſerve the Law f Nature; and when 
ve act in Obedience fo the Will of God, it be- 
comes an Act of Religion: the former is term- 
ed Morality, and the latter Piety, or Godlineſs. 

= God is the grand Object of all thoſe that are 
W moſt properly religious Duties; the wonderful 


y made known to us by his Works, bis Pro- 
vidence, and his Word) do manifeſtly call for our 
 bgb/t Admiration, our greateſt Efteem, and 
W mot enlarged Gratitude. | 


I derſtanding, and manifeſt the Regard which we 
8 owe him; we muſt magnify and praiſe him, 
e and thank him, obey and ſerve him, to the 


thoſe ſeveral Parts of Duty. 
e in | pected from us, not only as they are Duties 


Founded in the Nature of Things; but as they 
9 _ are 


| Whatever Regard is due to any Being, or to 


able to the Nature and Reaſon of Things, muſt” 
© correſpond with the Will of God herein, when, 


W Perfections of his Nature (which are ſufficient= 


lf we would act towards God with real Un- 


beſt of our Capacities, as Occaſions offer for 


Thoſe ſeveral Inſtances of Regard are ex- 
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are highly conducive, and even ee fo U 
own and our Neig 2 Good. 


If we would Se acceptable to God in 'thele 
ſeveral Inſtances, we mult act wth Underſtand. 
ing: for nothin g but what is rationally done, 
can af all 1 him. If we would act herein 


with Reaſon and Underſtanding, we muſt en- 


deavour to diſcharge thoſe reſpective Duties, 

from ſuch Views, and in ſuch a Manner, as that 

they may anſwer their proper End; otherwil 

God's Deſign, and Expectations as to all thoſe 

Services, will be quite fruſtrated, and his Diſ- 
pleaſure excited againſt us. 

But theſe Things may deſerve, to be more 
particularly enquired into; and therefore 1 ſhall 
here conſider, 

. iſt, What Exps or VIEWS we. ought always 
to have, i in every religious Service, And, 

_ 2dly, In what MANNER woe ſhould. endeavor 
to perform thoſe ſeveral Duties, ſo as that they 
may anſwer, at leaſt in eme Meaſure, the End; 
Propoſed by them. © 

If either our Aims in performing ſuch Ser. 
vices are not rational, or our Manner of |: 
charging them hath no real Tendency to a 
the rational Aims we have; they cannot, 
either Caſe, how frequently ſoever repeated, 1 
cure the divine Acceptance. 

In the firſt Place, then, let us conſider,” 
From what Views, or dci > what Aims, it be 
comes us to diſcharge our religious Services, af Wt 


noould hope for God's 2 
Nox 


SS ö i . . 


/ 


4 i, 2 ) 
5 1 | 


Whos T abe i fo be ch) ple, em he 
nds which God muſt be ſuppoſed to have in 
preſcribing religious Services, what Ends we 


W ought to have in performing all ſuch Services. 
And his Aims in preſcribing ſuch Services, ap- 


mote his own Honour, in aur, and our Fellow- 
Creatures Good; or, in other Words, to pro- 
mote a rational or right Regard to himſelf, our 
own ſelves, and our Neighbours, © © 


8 Sake (for he is too much advanced above us, to 
Jof doing) but for or Good, or our Neighbours ; 


W Reverence, Love, and Obedience; the more wiſe- 
| ly, and beneficially ſhall we act towards ur ſelves, 
and others. — There can therefore be no Occaſion 
to mention, in his Place, the Honowr of God, 
as diſtinct from our own, and our Neighbours 


# theſe two Things are inſeparable; ſo that our 


by a right Obedience to thoſe Commands of 


ourſelves, in our religious Services, we ſhould 
enquire into the Motives of ſuch Duties, as re- 
bedt our own, and Neighbours Good; particular- 
whether we really intend to behave in a 
vwiſer, and better Manner, both as to our per- 
8 /onal and ſocial Conduct. If this is not our Aim, 
J H 2 we 
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pear to be (as hath been ſhewn before) to pro- 
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E be benefited by any Thing that we are capable 
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| | and the greater Regard we ſhew to him, by our 
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8 Gord; becauſe, under the preſent Conſideration, 
8 Regard to the Glory of God, is beſt promoted 


bis, which reſpect our ſelves and others, In con- 
der ing what good Ends we ought to propoſe to 
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bh ve ſhall not ni propoſe. the Honour of Got MI 
_ in ſuch Services, ſince his Honour is moſt ef. F 
1 fectually promoted, and his Commands moſt 1 
0:0  . religiouſly - da by ſuch a n and ſi. 8 
1 cial Con 5 

14500 ine highly concerns us 1 to voice de- 

{4 ry carefully, in reſpect to our holy Services, ( 
0161 whether we intend by them more effectually to 
wit engage our Souls in a Life of SoBR1ETy, 
1 RiGHTEOUSNESS, AND CHARITY; With a 
1 View to which every religious Duty is enjoined 
9 61 by God ; as is apparent, from this fingle Con- 7 
| fi ſideration, that it is by the conſcientious Practice 6 
. of theſe eminent Virtues, and thoſe included in a 
bt q; them alone; that we can promote our own, o Wil « 
oe Wi our Neighbours Good. 
1 By a ready Compliance with the FOES: 4 
: ed Duties, we do in the moſt effectual Manner f 
1111 advance the Honour of God, and anſwer the 2 
End which he propoſed in enjoining them. We 
may therefore conclude, that whenever we fa} | 
(e. g.) for Strife or Debate, or to ſinite wwith tit 
Fr of Wickeaneſs * (to 1 peak in the Prophet 
Phraſe) or from any other ace al View ; ſuch 
religious Acts are abborrent to God. And fo are 
all our other religious Duties, which are per- 
formed from any unfriendly Aims ; for as t « 
End of the Commandment is CuhARITY T. 0 
true Chriſtian Love (which is the kindeſt and 
moſt beneficent of all Principles) even ſuch Chu- ! 
N as doth proceed from an und. Jembling Heart, 
| * Ifai. Iviii. + +1 Tim, i. 5. . 


al 


— 


(330 
and an unreproa ching Conſcience 3:95: this, 1 fax; 
4s Io End of the Commandment, ſuch certain- 
ly muſt be the End of every religious . 
which is 77ghtly performed in Obedience to this 
Command; other wiſe it cannot find Acceptance. 
But then, as the right Practice of any Duty 
doth mainly depend, under. God, upon a right | 
Knowledge of it; we ſhould particularly aim at 


v, our Advancement in ppiritual Knowledge + for 
r which Reaſon we ſhould eſpecially be diligent 

ed in reading the W. ord of God, and other good Books; 
n- in attending upon Ordinances ; ; and in our Addreſ- 
ce ſes to God in Prayer. I mention this /a/f Duty 
in the rather, becauſe I apprehend it is but ſeldom 

ar diſcharged with this View; whereas,. to beg of 

God to be influentially enlightened in the ſeveral 

on- Diſcoveries of his Will, that we may hereby be 
ner led to behave ſuitably in the different Parts of 
the Life; is what I apprehend we ſhould eſpeczally 
We pray for, in our uſual Addreſſes to him. 

fa Upon the whole then, as the End propoſed 
the is a principal Thing to be conſidered, in all ra- 
Iet's tional, and eſpecially religious Actions; - and as 
ſuch the great End of the latter, is the Honour of -- 
) are God, to be eſpecially promoted, by promoting | 
pet- our own, and our Fellow-Creatures Good: we 
the can certainly have no Ground to imagine, that 
,.C any religious Service, or rather, ſceming religious 
and Service, will find Acceptance with God, that is 
Cha- not either immediately, or ultimately thus defign- 


ed. And therefore, 70 faſt, or pray, or read 
| the Scriptures, or . upon Ordinances, or. join 


; n 340 
mie Sacrament, without aty ſuch View; ws 
_ be no right, or religious Levis, becauſe the 
main End of the' Commandment; which enjoits 
_  Huch-Scrvices, will be then wanting 
I heartily wiſh that this main — were re. 
garded as it ought to be, that we may all ſtrive, 
for the future, to pay in Reality true rational Ser. 
vice to God; which cannot be done, without 
ſome tolerable Meaſure of Underſtanding, But 
tho it is a principal Thing, eſpecially in our 7e. 
Ugious Services, to have right Ends (as hath been 
proved) in what we do; yet I would further ob. 
ſerve, 
_ _ 2dly, That our MANNER of acting, as wel 
© the Ex ps of it, ought alſo carefully to be regarded; 
for the right Profecution of rightly propoſed End, 
7s the CONSUMMATING Part Y rational o 
rigbe acting. 

The firſt indeed is s the Ground Work, and the 
other the GO that ought carefull ly to 
be raiſed upon it. Without this latter, the o- 
ther, of itfelf, will be either oholly inſignificant, 
or can turn- but to ſmall Account. 

In all religious Services then (which are ex- 
cellent Means of God's own preſcribing, to ac- 
compliſh the End of all Religion, vrz. the 
Honour of God, in the Happineſs of Men) if we 
are willing to act with real Underſtanding, or 
to act aright, ſo as to be accepted; we muſt 
take care to do really, in all ſuch Duties, what 
we take upon us to do ;---to do it alſo willing 
5 and to be ſuitably affeed + 10 
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ſhould we fail in any of theſe, when diſcharg- 
ing any Duty, we ſhall /% far fail of a ratio- 
nal or right Conduct, as to the Manner thereof. 
And therefore the religious Services which are 
thus defectively performed, can not deſerye the 
Character of being rea/onable Services; nor will 
they be at all accepted by the Fountain of Rea- 
ſon. It may be of ſome Uſe, to touch a little 
briefly upon each of thoſe Particulars, that it 
may more plainly appear, what it is here I aim 
at. I therefore obſerve, iſt, That every religi- 
ous Duty muſt be TRULY, performed, i. e. in the 
right Uſe of our Underſtandings ; otherwiſe it can 
turn to no Account. | 82 
The mere bodily Part is nothing. The Sound 
of the Voice (e. g.) when not accompanied with 
| the Senſe of the Mind, is but the Shadow of 
the Service. And the like may be faid of ſuch 
Poſtures as landing, bowing, kneeling, &c. of 
| the different Appearances of the Countenance, and 
| Geſtures of the Body, of whatever Sort they be. 
| Indeed when any of theſe are helpful to our 
Fellow Worſhippers, in publick religious Servi- 
ces, they ſo far may deſerve Regard ; but even 
in ſuch Caſes, they can only be thought to do 
ſo, as they are outward promiſing Signs of a 
Spirit duly affected. In the Account of God 
they are not, conſidered in themſelves, of the 
leaſt Value. As God is a pure Spirit, he can 
only take Pleaſure in what is ſþir:tually done; 
and doth accordingly expect ( as our Saviour 
I : teacheth 
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teacheth a to be always wor/b: ied in di | 
rit and in Truth ; and i in like manner to was | 
in every other Duty. 
plain, chat the oy proper Ac. J 


And tis very 
tions a Man, are ſpiritual Actions. What- 


ever he doth wherein his Spirit, or Underſtand. 


ing is not concerned, 'is but an Animal Action, 


and deſerves no Regard as proceeding from the 


Man ; becauſe that Underſtanding on account 
of which he is denominated a rational Agent, 
is not concerned herein. 

| Whatſoever is tbus done, in religious Services 


eſpecially, zs forced and feigned, and done only 
unn Appearance; and is therefore ſo far from re- 


commending to God's Acceptance, that tis 
highly offenſrve, and no other than real Mockz- 
RY. The Prophet ſpeaks of it, in God's Name, 


with juſt Indignation, in the Caſe of a Faſt: 


Is it Jack a Faft that I have choſen ? (ſays he) 
fer a Man to bow down his Head hike a Bulruſh? 
and to ſpread Sackcloth and Aſhes under him? 


Wilt thou call this a Fas r? and an acceptable 
Day unto the Lord? As if he had ſaid, -Doſt 
thou think to pleaſe me with ſuch mock Appear- 
ances as THESE ? I reſent highly thy Pre- 
ſumption, and will let thee {ee thy Folly in it. 
Indeed tis exceeding plain, that in whatever 
Action or Service our Underſtandings are not 


concerned, we are not real Agents; it is no o- 


ther than a bodzly, or merely Animal Action. 
Let no Man 3 truſt to any ſuch vain 


. App" 


Z. rp. > wat 


8 


7 ">, . 
mu * 
(3 | * 
” ? . 


as far as it 2 is ſo) can have nothing of Re- 
lgion in it; nor can it, in the leaſt avail to 
gain divine Acceptance. The beſt, I think, that 
can be ſaid of it, is what I remarked beide 
vis. that in publick religious Services, the'af- 


fecting Modulations of the Voice, and devout 


Appearances either in the Countenance, or Car- 


riage of a Man; may be ſomewhat helpful, per- 


haps, to ſtir up in others the like — De- 
orion (for I much queſtion, whether what is 
thus excited proceeds really from the Under- 
ſtanding) as he himſelf — and if this is 
the only Effect of it, it can be of very nn 
mfication, 


God can not be hopped to be at al pleaſed 


with mere bodily Service and 'outward Shews. 


His Eye is fixed on the inward Part, and what 
he principally regards, is the Frame, the Defign, 
and the Workings of. our Spirits, in whatever 
Service we pay him. But this will appear fur- 
ther, from what I ſhall obſerve under the wg 
lowing Head. 


I do therefore next obſerve; 


2dly, That to gain Acceptance with God in 
any religious Service; we muſt do voLUNTARI- 
Ly whatever we take upon us to ab, in obeying 


any Command of his. 
This might have come ander the — 
Head, as feſting very much upon the ſame 
Foundation 3 but I have choſen to ſpeak di- 
analy to it, Both $ 8 and Reaſon may 
ſoon 


nes, for e is purely bodily (and 
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hem coivirice us of the Truth 0 this Obſervis 


on. The Scripture abounds with a great Va- 

riety of Paſſages,” that do very plainly prove it; 

and thoſe in the Margin“ may be examined, a- 
many others. 

And as for Reaſon, this alſo will bear a ful 


: T eftimony to the ſame. For tis exceeding evi- 


dent from hence, that no Action or Service can, 


in the leaſt, recommend to God's Acceptance, 


but what is voluntarily done ; becauſe forced 
Service is not, in Reality, the Service of the 
Man. He is no other than an Hſtrument in all 
ſuch Caſes, under another's Agency. He acts 
not properly himſelf, but is acted upon; he is 
but as a Machine, that is moved only by exter- 
nal Force: and therefore as he is not anſwers 
ble for any ſuch Actions, he can not be com- 
mendable for them. His own Reaſon is ſo far 
from having any real Part in them, that this i 
either wholly unconcerned about them, or re- 
luctant to them. 

Indeed the Will of Man is, as I may ſpeak, 
the executive Power, by which his Underſtanding 
doth chiefly ſhew itſelf. So that till the Un- 
Aerſtanding perceiveth ſo much Reaſon for a&- 
ing, as to engage the Will's Compliance; the 
Man, of bimſelf, is not concerned in what b 
done. He is (as I faid before) but as a Ma- 
chine, or Inſtrument that is moved and actu- 
ated by ſome compulſive Force. But fince this 
compulſive Force can reach properly no farther, 


* 1 Chron, xxviii. 9. Pal. cx. 3. Iſa. i. 19. | 
4 | than 


5 


4 to the bvdrly Part of him, by obliging the 
| Hands to do, the Tongue to ſpeak, and the 


' ances z 


| T hing deſerving the leaſt Commendation, in ſuch 


W 2 Carriage. 


I do the rather take notice of theſe Thi 


; refuſing all - 7nvokuntary Services, becauſe — | 
f are nothing more than bare Appearances ; ſince 
fo the Man, confidered as a rational Agent, is un- 

1 concerned: 3 in them. 25 
And if thoſe who have Ye their beſt, are yet. | 
bo be conſidered as wnprofitable. Servants, with 
. teſpect to God; how can any Perſons expect, 

5 or indeed defre that he ſhould accept at their 
n. Hands, any Thing that hath only the external 
ar Appearance of Service or Homage. And it 
z ſeems very STRANGE, that profeſſing Chriſti- | 
ce. ans ſhould lay fo oreat a Streſs, as ſome mani- 
feſtly do, upon ſuch outward Services as have 
k. WT {thing rational in them. . 

ing I wiſh that this was attentively conſidered, by 
„ thoſe who are deſirous to pay an acceptable Ser= 
&Q. vice to God, The Conſideration of it would 


| induce ſuch to enquire and ſearch carefully into 


A. ffom us; and they would more plainly perceive 


= the Obligations we are all under to pay the moſt 


rational, affetionate, and voluntary Service to him 


that we are ſeverally capable. of, But this leads 
me to obſerve further, 


* zZuly, 


Countenance to put on ſome feigned — 4 
there can not be any Virtue, or any. 


| to ſhew the Ground or Foundation of God's 


the Nature, and Ground of what God requires 


gels 
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ginations only. But my Meaning is, 
Minds be impreſſed with ſome becoming Senſe 
of the Nature of thoſe Services, - of the Obli- 


2 * IR 
. ⁵˙ m . TT i PIR 
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7 34, Thur to 4 aright, in our REL1G100k 
Services eſpecially, abe nuff liteuiſe endeavour t1 
perform the ſeveral Parts there with Jome In. 
WARD. $U1TABLE AFFECTEDNESS, | 1 
this, not the mere Workings « 


T mean by 
without ſeeing any ra- 


cafioned by the Impreffions made on our Ina. 
that our 


gations we are under 20 God, who hath appoint- 
ed them, of his End in doing ſo ;---and of the 


great Concern we have to perform them 1n ſuch 
Manner, as may anſwer this End. 


Not that each of theſe Things muſt be l. 
ways diſtinctly regarded, throughout the whole 


of theſe Duties; for this is hardly to be expect. 


ed, conſidering our common Frailty, and the 


almoſt unavoidable Imperfections of our beſt 


Services. But then we ought to endeavour af. 


ter ſuch an habitual Senſe of thoſe ſeveral Things, 


as that our Minds may always devoutly regard, 
in every ſuch Duty, what we ſet ourſelves a. 
bout ; and be found diſpoſed to fulfil the Wil 
of God therein: ſo as that the Service may, it 
fome Degree at leaſt, anſwer the End propoſe 
it. 
What I here intend, may more plainly be 


perceived, by applying the Obſervations, alread 


mentioned, to ſome of thoſe Services which att 


in a peculiar Manner accounted Feligious, „ 
] wou 


> Mn . mh „ oo. 


rn 


I would the great Importarice of. the Sub- 
jet _ this Excurſion, However: need- 
leſs ſome may think it. 

Let us then examine the Werd M in 
the few following Inſtances, vi. in reading, or 
bearing the Word of God, or other good Boobs; 

in attending upon the Ordinance of Preaching ; 3 
and when «ve engage in the Duty of N be- 
ther publick, or pri vase. 

The firſt mentioned Services, are principally 
defigned for our Iſtruction in our Duty, and fo 
bring to our Remembrance what before we may 
have diſcovered of the Mind of God; in order 
to engage us in a ſincere and ſteady Practice of it. 
And if we are really willing to diſcharge thoſe 
ſeveral Duties with ſuitable Aﬀections, we 
ſhould always carefully attend to their main De- 
gn; and endeavour accordingly to read, and 
hear, and attend 203th Hearts duly diſpoſed to 
gain further Information as to the Will of God 
concerning us; that we may be prevail'd upon 
to yield a ready Obedience to it. And when 
any Thing read, or preached, appears to be ſuit- 
able to our particular Caſes, or may ſome Way 
promote our Inſtruction in our Duty; we ſhould 
take particular Care to preſs it home upon our 
Minds, in the moſt affecting Manner we can, 
with a fincere Intention (by the Help of Gea) Zo 
behave, and practiſe ſuitably. 

The Frame and Temper of Mind that is like 
to be moſt uſeful, or to turn to beſt Account, 
in anſwering the Ends for which our religious 


Services 
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by us, and mf endeavoured after. As for any 


other Impreſſions that have no ſuch Tendency, 
they work alone on the Imagination ; and de. 
ſerve not in Zhemſetves to be accounted of. 


To be thus affected (e. g.) at our own Manner 


of pronouncing what we read, or at the pleaſing 


Elocution of another in reading; is only to have 
our Inaginations taken with the mere Sound and 
Shadow of Things. And the Caſe is the fame, 
when we are in like manner pleaſed with ay 
Part belonging perſonally to a Preacher, in the 
Exerciſe of his Miniſtry ; with any of his en- 
gaging Talents, either 'in the Ingenuity, or 
Learning ſhewn in his Compoſures ; or in his 
manner of Addreſs, fine Elocution, or any 
other agrecable Accompliſhment. -This 1s quite 
foreign to that truly rational, and religious Man- 


ner, in which Perſons ought to be ected; it 
only ſtrikes upon the Imagination, and works 
on the Fancy: Perſons under theſe Circum- 

ſtances may be ſaid to be influenced or affected 


with the Miniſter, but not with his Doctrine. 
The Jeus formerly (as we are told “) were 
thus highly affected with Ezekze/'s Adminiſtra- 
tions, but to what Purpoſe? They attended to 


his Preaching with a great Degree of Pleaſure, 


but were not at all the better for it [perhaps a- 
bundantly the worſe] being not prevail'd upon, at- 
ter all, to praiſe the Doctrine which he in fo 


pleafing. a Manner preached to them, It turn- 
ed 


* "Exe. xxxiti. 32 


Services are deſigned ; ought to be moſt. regarded. 


* 
* 


| „ 8 
- 3 , 


cd to no Account, becauſe it operated only on 


their Inaginations. It reached not their Hearts, 
for want of their attending more rationally to 


what he preached ; their Uuderſtandings were 
| not diſpoſed to receive the proper Impreſſions : 
| they attended only to be entertained. by the 

| Preacher, but not to be inſtructed by him. _ 


And this, I fear, is too common a Practice 


among us, as it was among the Fews ; and not 


only in reſpect to the diſſolute and unthinking 
Multitude, but to ſome who are better inclined. 
But let thoſe who are deſirous to improve this 
Ordinance to any uſeful Purpoſe, be particu- 
larly careful to attend always to the Preacher's 


W In/firufions, and to the End of their Appoint- 
| ment; for tis only a ſincere Diſpoſedneſs 0 


karn, and practiſe the Will of God, and the Leſ- 
ſons of Piety; that can render this Appoint- 
ment of any real Benefit to us. Thoſe that 


would profit by it, muſt ſhew a ſincere Regard 


to him who appointed it, —/0 the End of appoint- 


| ing it, —and to the Concern we have in anſwering 


this End. 


As to our Prayers, whether publick, or pri- 


vate, if we would be ſuitably affected in the 


Diſcharge of this Duty; we mult ſtrive to get, 
and keep our Minds in ſuch a truly pious Frame, 


| 8 may ſhew in us ſome becoming Regard to 


the God we pray to; to the Matter of ſuch 
Prayers, in their ſeveral Parts ;—and to the 
main Deſign for which they were appointed: 
which Deſign, moſt certainly is that we —_ 


be influenced, in the /everal Parts of Life, o 
att aright with reſpect to God, our Neighbour; 
and our ſefves. Prayer, as to the ſeveral: Part 
of it, is of eminent Service in Religion, as it 
hath a manifeſt Reſpe& to future Uſefulneſs. 

* Confeſſion of Sin, (e. g.) ſeems principally de- 
ſigned to prevent the future Practice of it. Pe. 
tition for Mercies is intended to diſpoſe and fit 
us for receiving what we petition for. And 
Thankſgiving for paſt Favours, to teach us the 
proper Improvement of what we enjoy. 

To offer up our Prayers in ſuch a well difpojel | 
Manner, in reſpect to their future Serviceable- 
neſs, 1s certainly our great Concern ; if we would 
perform this Duty. with ſuch a rational Affect. 
on, as is neceſſary to recommend us to the dp 

vine Acceptance. 28 

Upon the whole then, the Manner of our 


I performing every Part of religious Service, 2 
41 well as the Ends propoſed by it, ought careful 
| a to be regarded, if we would act with Under. 
i 


ſtanding therein, and be ſecured as to the Fa 
vour of God. And the main Things (as I have 
obſerved) that are remarkable in the Manner, 
are 


— 
, $3 eo well IR 
3 3 
Fn aft 


1ſt, The Reality of the Service, which ſup- 

poſeth that our fprritual Powers are TRULY 

engaged in the attual Performance thereof ; ani 

that we reft not ſatisfied with any Thing mert 

EXTERNAL, or BODILY, | 

2dly, That we engage therein vol ux ARI- 
LY, 


Ar 5 ECT ION, where 
coming Regard to the: Author of the Services te- 


( 65. 


tx, wor this abne ts the * cn of a 


Man, 
e 7 bat: 4200 nies it ith fone ſuitable 


by we may ſhew a be- 


quired ; to the Nature and Defign of them ;— 


| and to the great Concern we have in jerforming 


them aright. As far as we are found defective 
in any of theſe Things, I cannot ſee how the 
Service performed, can be ſaid to be reaſonable; 
Indeed, in all rational acting, it is needful that 
Men propoſe to themſelves ſome rational Find ; 


| and purſue it in ſuch a rational Manner, as may 


tend to accompliſh ſuch propoſed End. 


In reli. 5 


I gious Actions, eſpecially, this is exceeding requi- 


ſite, becauſe every Part of theſe is preſcribed 
and recommended by the Fountain of Re ajon 3 


and is alſo a Matter of the great Concern ima- 
ginable 70 us, 


nn. Ty . . PETS. ** r 8 Q 8 1 


OIL A F 7 
Wherein is ſhewn, that a right Knows 
ledge of the Deſign, and Nature of the 
Bo. of God ; muſt neceſſarily have a 
very great Influence i in promoting 4 
due Obedience to it. 


0 introduce the better what 1 deſign un- 


der this Head, it may be proper - look 
R back 
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back to what hath been before obſerved ; where 
I took Notice, that as God hath made us rati. 
onal Creatures, he deſigned that our Underſtand. 
ing ſhould be the Guide of our Conduct, and 
the immediate Governour of all our Actions. 

Since therefore / appearing Good [be it real, 
or imaginary] is the grand Motive of whatever 
we do; the greater any attainable Good is ap- 
prehended to be, the more ſtrongly are we led 
to defire ſuch Good ; and the more earneſtly do 
we ſtrive to become poſſeſſed of it. 

Now, the Law of God propoſeth to us the 
greateſt Good, in both Worlds, that we have any 
Ground to hope for ; and preſcribeth alſo ſuch 
Means of obtaining it, as we cannot have the 
leaſt Reaſon to make Objections to, For (a 
St. Paul aſſures us “; and as is real Fact) the 
Law is holy, and the Commandment holy, Jul, 
and GooD, i. e. the Law in general, and all is 
particular Commands are perfectly holy in every 
Part, and good in themſelves, as well as in 
their hue ; ſo that in keeping them, as well a 
afterward, there is a GREAT Reward.” 

Nay, ſo rational and fitting are all the Thing 
that are enjoined by the Law of God, that were 
there no after Recompence propoſed, the very 
Things themſelves, from their own Nature, 
would ſufficiently recommend a ready Compli- 
ance with them. But when they tend to pro- 
cure what is mot deſirable in this World, and 
that which is to come; this after Recompenct, 

* Rom. vii, 12, = 
in 


4 


Mind; WERE IT RIGHTLY PERCEIVED. 
And therefore, the more clearly we are brought 
to diſcern this, the more inclined we muſt ne- 
| ceſarily be to put faithfully into Practice ſuch an 
admirable Courſe of Life ; and to ſtrive heartily; 
by ſo doing, to obtain the Good propoſed by it. 

But theſe Things may deſerve a more parti- 
cular Notice, and therefore I would, 1ſt, Re- 
mind you of the Deſign and Nature of the Law 


Life which this directs us to. And then, 


ſubpoſed to have upon our Manner of Lite, in re- 
ect to this Law. „ 

As to the firt of theſe Things; the general 
Deſign of the Law of God, is (as hath been 


with reſpect to God, our Neighbours, and Our- 
| felves, This is manifeſtly the Intent of all the 
Inftru&ions, and of al the Commands which 
are here contained ; every Duty, and every re- 

| lgious Service, is undeniably preſcribed with 
this View. 1 * 
| TI would more particularly obſerve, that all 
religious Services are, properly ſpeaking, the ap- 
pointed Means of promoting a religious Life ; 
. e. a Life of good Behaviour, in the ſeveral In- 
fances before pointed at. T hey are not (as is ve- 
ry manifeſt) the Thing itſelf, but do only lead to 
K 2 ; = 


in Conjunction with the preſent, muſt work, 
one would think, irręfſtibiy upon a rational 


| which God hath given us; or of the Courſe of 


2dly, Shall conſider the ſtrong Influence which 
the right KNOWLEDGE of theſe Things muſt be. 


ſhewn) to direct and excite us to behave aright 
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Wi 68 MW 
it; and when they are rightly performed, 
have an admirable Tendency' hereunto. 

Religion therefore is, properly ſpeaking, the 
End” of thoſe. Services, the great Thing ſor 
which they were appointed, and to which we 
ſhould always carefully direct them; and the 
proximate End of Religion, is the Ha ppineſs of 

Men, by promoting of which, Gods Honour, 
in reſpect to us, is beſt promoted; which latte 
1s the ultimate End of all. 

From whence it plainly follows, that religi. 
ous Services, of whatever kind, are of no far. 
ther Account, than as they reall ly tend to pro- 
mote a religious, or good Lite.---I would hope 
the Importance of this Point may excuſe my 
returning to. it ſo often, as I have done; per- 
2 me therefore to clear it up yet a little far- 
. „ 2 

Religion, moſt tri Hly confudered, con Giſts child. 
ly as I conceive) in an Imitation of. God, and 
in being transformed, in our Meaſure, into his 
Likeneſs. The more therefore we reſemble 
him in our Temper, Diſpoſitions, and Manner f 
acting ; the more religious we hereby ſhew 
ourſelves, 

The greater Averſion we have to every fort 

- of evil Thing, particularly to all Exceſſes, Ri- 
ors, and Intemperance, in our per ſonal Conduct; 
and to ll injurious and unkind Bebaviour, in 
reſpect to others :--- the more of God's Image 
will there appear in us, as to ths Part of it. 

And the more we delight in what is — b 
2 an 
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and Praiſe-worthy 3 and the higher Eſteem we 


have for Soberneſs; Temperance, uſtice, and eſ. 


pecially Charity the more of religious Prin- 
| ciples ſhall we hereby manifeſt. And the more 


carefully we act in Conformity to thoſe Prin- 
ciples, the nearer ſtili ſhall we approach to our 


| heavenly Pattern. -The Goodneſs and Merciful- 


10% of God, are the nobleſt imitable Perfections 
of his Nature ; for which Reaſon, the moſt e- 


| minent Part of our Duty muſt conſiſt in copy- 
ing after him, and endeavouring to reſemble 


him, MORE ESPECIALLY IN THESE. And 
this I take to be the principal Reaſon of our 
Saviour's laying ſo very great a Streſs upon Love 


| and Goodneſs, Liberality and Merci fulneſs; as the 
eſpecial Things to be practiſed by his Diſciples. - © 


But J ſay unto you *, love your (very) EN R- 
MIES ; and do Good (even) to THEM that HATE 
you, Which he again repeats, in the following 


| Verſes +, to ſhew the Weight he laid upon it: 


Love ye your ENEMIES, and do Good (viz. to 
them, as well as others; --- and your Reward 
ſhall be great; and ye ſhall be (or ſhall hereby 


eu yourſelves to be) the Children of the Higb- 


er: for HE is hind to the Unthankful and the 


| Evil,---and much more then to the Grateful 


and the Good.---Be ye therefore merciful, as your 
FaTHER alſo is merciful, To the fame Pur- 
poſe doth he recommend, at another Time, Love 


| and the proper Fruits of it, as the MAIN Di- 


finfion in his Diſciples Character +: A new 
Luke vi, 27, ' + 35, 36. John xiii. 34, 35- 
7 Com- 


2 96 
—— 


= S j MV - - 1 — 1 D 
. —— (( 


— —— — 
- —— —— . a 
a — — . —·w eo os PET 2 
— REC —d p ] . . ]7·⁰8, . PP - . 
— — — — — . 7 2 * PEEP 
VT 2 - 
— = n * TOY. =» —— 
0 * * - — — 5 — — — L 
A, AL IE — = — — _ = 
* * " . i _ 


222 ͤ ̃ͤ — — — 
G i Sb =——_ 


* Tag — oy s 2 5 * JS 4 1 wa be rl 22 7 


4 
— . i . 0 > 
— — 
— , a 73 2 > 2 * 0 y 0 
2 . 0 PR - — ww * 
3 o * 6 U ⁵˙—ͤ—ꝛ ͤ . 
= — _ 4 4 i 
I , ! r 


. 
— 


— n 


3 


1 — 

” = => = = - 8 = >, 

hey ... og ES be; TE OE "I WY 
2 2— WE 2 — > — -: F Ks — 8 


— — r 


Tt 
85 
of FY 
4 oi 
1 
* 
* 
4 < 
" I 
U 7 
Ea 
. 1 
—_— 7 
o 4 
* 
if 
= + a 
41 
A 
1 
BAT 4 | 
Ian 
5 6 1 
Fa 
q/ } 
ft 
IN 
17 
"8" 
8 7 © 
9 . k 
1 \ 9 
0 * 
1 
27'S 
Bf , 
9 
k E 
#; 
4 
4s 1 7 K 
by * . 
os 
4 
z 15 
I: 
v7? 
i 47 
\ 559 th 
k 1 ho 
41.4) 
1 
{ff wy 
' bb {- 
1 8 
o : $1 
, T7; 
Fr 
2 
W 
» 83 
ern 
4 #) 
7 1. 
1 
[x © 
1 
? 
15 f 
» 
* £5 
kJ 
1 1 3 
( » 1 
L 
\ - 
i ' U 
or f 3 
e 
* 17 1 
11 
I's 
q 1 
1 (F $ 
LINES: 
- 182 
1 1 
1 © 
4 LES. 
al 
* * 
i 
1 4 * | it 
1 1 * 
F 5 
x I! * 55 
e 
13 * . 
125 i 
- = by 
. 
10 
SO 
bs & os } 
| 15 * 
1 
1 
* 1 
Vi * 8 
n. 
F $9351 
# ly 9 45 2 
2 q 
i. 3 V0 
* 
NA 
TP "$A 
1 * 
it A 
\ "7 1 
* 1 1 
e 
on Fi Ws \i4 1%" 
. 
3 We "mY. 
CH [19416 
* 17 
A 
wa 
wo 2 ts A. 
a FN! 
7 9 9066 
. 110 
i n 
ks ” 3» ＋ 
a» 10 0 » 
7 wy A * 7 
i - Ie 
17 g + 
F 1 FH. 
08:49 ©; 
. 
q . 
80 e 
„ 10 \ 
ie 
9 | 
\ 1 is p 
* 4 N 
1 Its. 
4 i 
4 
Wer, 
. 
n 
9 1 
. 
| * 0 
17 up 
"2-8 4 
* 34 1 
©1761 934.0 
2 4 1 i 
ALS! 
| * 
1 1 * 
* 4 
A- 1 
. 


— 2 — 4 * — 
4 STO > 8 r 8 9 2 — 
— : l ; K — RS D715" 8 K Rn TA 1 
- _ — — — Ac S = — 2 "ws — 
- > — — 5 8 8 TY þ . : 2 Is: — — > - IM ——c- ni * 1 * ONE — 
2 5 2 a —— wr IO r 4 K 7 2 5 — = £44 R 5 —— * ens 55 q 8 — 
r ries rnb? te ee Eo e, ang 
— -- a I Coz. AB ofa = Rd he A: I ICE at. A Rats | _ , ed F 3 _— = To = 
Tr 8 — 2 —— P te Nee ee WY 6 nent or Es —— A = . r 5 — 
—— — _ 5 er 3 a 2 = * Rt 5 —_— : w —_— " p * 4 
- IV I Wo K 5 * e n 8 3 bs * — — 
5 OZ er . pe f 9 * "=" ——_—— 7 3 r ** —— 2 * 
— 12 nn 2 | 3 . e y 4 E 8 + JS - 4 oa wg . 2 r =o SEGA NEE 2 — meg 
E — —— * wo bu om Gs <A, ; * * 4 L 1 : 8 A 
"4 "Y oe 1 = * 4 * — * r a CEL 44 9 = 1 r * 72 5 7 8 r - — [oy | -. * 2 — 
- > 8 — . — 1 I 8 +. 2 — 4 — 


— 


WA [er OE 


Commandment give J unto you ( * he) that ye 


love one another, as I have loved you.---He re. 
ow it :---That you alſo love one another, A- 

By Tris ſhall all Men know that ye are 
MY Diſeip les, if ye have Love one to another, 
And in another Place * : Tas is my Come 
mandment, that ye love one wok as 1 bave 
loved you. 

In zbeſe Verſes indeed, he 3 this 
Height of Affection among Fellow- Diſciples ; 
but in the Paſſages before quoted, he enjoineth 
the ſame Principle, but not in the ſame Degree, 
towards Enemies, as well as Friends ;---to thoſe 
that perfectly hate us. And in another remark- 
able Paſſage , he repreſents the Proceedings of 
the great Day of Account, as grounded, ina a 
manner ſolely upon the Fruits of Love towards 
our Neighbours ;--upon giving Meat to the Hun- 
gry, Drink to the Thirſty, and Cloathing to the 
Naked, &c. i. e. upon Acts of Charity, and 
Deeds of Goodneſs, to any who are proper Ob- 
jets: which I take to be @ very frrong Prof 
of what I here aim at. 

To the ſame Purpoſe doth St. Paul alſo di- 
ret us f, 70 render to all Men their ſeveral 
Dues, whether of Tribute, Cuſtom, Fear, or Ho- 
Tour ; or of any other Good, which either in 
me or Charity, they may have a Claim 

0 ;---ſo as to owe no Man any thing but Lovs: 
— grand enlarged Debt is never wholly to be 
cancelled. And this right Diſcovery of Lou 


John xv. 12. + Matth. xxv. the latter End. Þ Rom. Xii. 7: 
1 


„ 


FILLING of the Law; or the FULL Accom- 
pliſhment of what the Law of God requires. I 
explain it in this enlarged Senſe, becauſe I am 
| perſuaded, that the Love we owe to God, is 
| chiefly required 0 work in us Love towards our 

Nerghbours. | | | 


6 It may not be improper, on account of the 
. WH Importance of this great Point, and becauſe I 
axe it to be a ſpecial Proof of my preſent Sub- 
I ect; to open this Matter yet a little further. I 
e therefore obſerve, that by the Fruits eſpeczally 
/ Love, good Perſons moſt plaznly diſcover the 
of divine Image in their Hearts. And therefore 
2 St. John tells us, That i, we love one another, 
ds WH God DWELLETH in us; and nis Love (viz. 
= the Love we owe to him) is perfected in us. 
he And in another Place: + That Love is of God, 
nd and every one that loveth, is born of God, and 
b. knoweth God; whereas, He who loveth not, 
own zor God (and much leſs therefore 

can be ie him) for Gop 1s Love, "Tis IS 
4 VERY ESSENCE, or rather the prime FRUIT 
wil OF HIS PRINCIPAL EXCELLENCY, He is, in 


c in of other Perfections ;---but he abounds ſo much 
in Love, that for the ſake of diſplaying this, 


ve: and communicating Happineſs ; he hath (as I 
obe WI conceive) diſplayed, and ill doth kindly ma- 


niteſt his other Perfections, in ALL the Works 
bath of Creation and Providence. | 
John iv. 12. + 1 John iv. 7, 8. 

| | There 


| to l Men, is (as he further tells us) the FUL. 
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a manner, made up of Love, not excluſively 
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There is certainly therefore a mighty Streſs to 


be laid upon the Principle of Love, in the 
great Concern of Godlineſs. It is, I think un. 


deniabiy, THE MAIN PART OF r; and ah 
the Fuundation, or Fruit of ALL the reſt, Nay, 


Love to God, Love ito our Neighbours, and Lou: 


to ourfelves; theſe three Branches of this moſt 
eee Principle, do comprehend, and take in 
ah, _ eh . * I ; f 
The firſt is the ruling Principle, or the main 
Spring of the other. Love to ourſelves is ſo 
very natural, that it needs on no other Account 
to be mentioned, but in order to direct it rightly, 
Love to our Nezghbours is what we are greatly 
concerned to cultivate and cheriſn, and to ſnew 


forth in proper Acts, on all Occaſions that cal 


us to it. And in his principally, tho not ſolely, dull 
TRUE Religion conſiſt. The Example that God 
hath fet us, the Rule of Piety which he hath 
given us, and thoſe particular Duties which are 
generally accounted ſpecial Inſtances of religious 
Service ; are chiefly preſcribed for this great 
End, wiz. To excite in us unfeigned an 
hearty Love to our Fellou-Creatures; and to di. 
rect, and prevail upon us to evidence the Effect 
thereof, in Acts of Kindneſs, Commiſeration, au 
Bounty, whenever ae ſee Occaſion. _ 

Since Religion then (according to this Ace 
count of it) doth mainly conſiſt in SOCIAL 
'Love, and the proper Fruits of it ; the more we 
are influenced by this heavenly Principle, the 


mare of real Piety ſhall we hereby _— 
| — The 


S + Ck. 4 


" > = 


| fihiced of this, 


9 


The more (Gr l he are to our Fellno-Creas 
tures, the more acceptable ſhall we be to God; 
and the more ſhall we promote our own Good, 
both preſent and future: ſo rational and ſo forci- 
e are the Inducements that lead us to the Pra- 
Rice of CHARITY, THis MoST EMIN ENT 


| PART OF GoDLingss ; ; and to practiſe alſo in 


general, all the other Parts of Piety. * 
But this leads me to conſider, en 
2dly, The natural and ftrong Influence whi 13 

the right KNOWLEDGE and firm PERSWASION 

of the drvine Law, muſt have Upon PERSONS 

PRACTICE, OR MANNER oF LIFE. f 
We ſhall find, if we well examine it, that 

what excites us to Action, whhn we behave as 
reaſonable Creatures, is either the Fitneſs of” the 
Thing itſelf, or the Proſpect of ſome Good. Per- 
haps the flit may, in almoſt all Caſes, be re- 
duced to the other, but I need not here infiſt on 
this, fince there is nothing required by the Law 
of God, but what is marfe/ily fit, or proper to be 
done ; and what hath alſo as manifeſt a J. enden- 

cy to promote our real Good. a 
Now all Arguments and Conſiderations that 


may on any Occaſion be propoſed, are only 


intended to make the Fitneſs, or Defireableneſs of 
what we are perſuaded to, apparent to our Minds 


and to make us alſo ſenfible that tis, all 


Things conſidered, the moſt eligible Thing we 
can, af that time, do. When once we are con- 
our Minds neceſſarily conſent to 


„„ EEE. 
it, and our Wis determine to. ſet aces | 
| on about it, if we find it within our Power, 
This appears to me to be a true Account 
af all rational Agency, for our Reaſon doth 
not only direct, but likewiſe, I think, oblige ug 
to chooſe, and do what we apprehend- is 46. 
I know however that Men are often ftrangely 
impoſed upon, in taking Evil for Good, and in 
giving the Preference to what doth no way de- 
ſerve it; nay to Things that are hazefil, and ex- 
treamly hurtful. But this doth no way alter our 
natural Courſe of acting, for even thoſe who do 
the w0r/t Things, are ſo wretchedly deceived, 
that they take them, at the time they do then, 
to be the get. Their Luſts or Pafſions, and the 
grand Deceiver do fo ſtrangely delude them; 
as to make them fancy that tis better for the 
Time, and as the Caſe flands, to do what they 
do, than to forbear doing it. Some imagined 
Good of either Profit, Pleaſure, Honour, or the 
like ; overrules their Wills, by decerving ther 
 Under/tandings, and ſo determines their Manner 
of acting: otherwiſe they would act as mere) 
ſenfitive Creatures, or as Creatures void of Un- 
derſtanding, in either Capacity, or Exerciſe, 
Rational Agency doth always ſuppoſe ſome Mo- 
tive of acting, which is thought ſufficient, for 
the preſent, to determine the Agent in what he 
doth; and in every ez Action, as well as in 
every good one, tis the Appearance of ſome ſuch 


Good as bath, for the preſent, the Preference 
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I apprehend therefore that Men are influenced 
in bad Actions, uin like manner as they are in 
good ones; altho' there is a vaſt Difference as to 
the Motive that determines them, in the one 
Caſe, and the other: in every bad Action, tis 
falſe and deceptive; but in all good ones, tis 


right and real. 


I have the rather enlarged upon this, to make 


it the more manifeſt, how wery highly we are 


concerned to acquire TRUE NoT1oNs OF 


TaxinGs; fince both our good and bad Behavi- 


our chiefly depend on the Apprehenſions we 
have of the ſeyeral Things it relates to. - 
It being therefore a Matter of fuch mighty 


| Importance, to have right Sentiments in what 


may greatly concern us, and eſpecially in the 


| Matters which relate to GoDLINEsSs ; we ſhould 


at all Times open our Ears to the Inſtructions 
we may meet with, and carefully lay afide eve- 


| ry Prejudice; that we may give an wnb:afſed 


Hearing to what may fairly be propoſed, in re- 
ſpect to any uſeful Truth, from whatever Hand 
it comes. And if we carefully examine the 
Word of God, in a faithful Uſe of the Helps 
we may enjoy, and likewiſe heartily beg for di- 


vine Illumination; we need not fear our being 


led into ſuch Miſtakes, concerning any Part of 
our Daty, as may prove of fatal Confequence. 
But to return to the Point in hand, | 

As we are naturally, and I think neceſſarily 
determined, in our Manner of acting, by ſuch 


appearing Reaſons, or Motives as I have pointed | 
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at; ſince the Service of God, or the Courſe of WF + 
Life which he enjoins us, is really the beſt, ot 
moſt rational | Courſe of acting we can apply 
ourſelves unto; this very Conſideration, - ere 
abe really perſuaded of it, would effeftually en. 
gage our Regard to this Service: for we can. 
not but chooſe what appears to us to be moſt 
eligible, and muſt, in all Caſes, give the Pre- 
Ference to what we may imagine doth, for. the 
time at leaſt, deſerve it. An Evil, as an Evi, 
cannot poſſibly be choſen ; nor can any Good, 
which for the time appears to be the GREAT- 
EST OR BEST ; be neglected or omitted, for the 
ſake of what is accounted /e/5 eligible. 
Now this may be DEPENDED upon, that God 
forbids us nothing but what is really an Evil, ei. 
ther in its Nature, or Conſequences ; nothing 
but what is an Evil upon the whole. - And 
therefore, were we really convinced of this, we 
ſhould carefully refrain from what we knew 
was forbidden... Nor is there any Thing, on the 
other hand, which God commands us, but 5 
an eligible Gd; and at the Time, and in tit 
Mariner m which he requires it, would cer- 
tainly be found, were it r1ghtly underſtood, to be 
the moſt adviſeable Action, and the moſt con- 
ſonant to our Reaſon and Underſtanding ; and 
conſequently it would become the Matter of our 

Choice. - | „ 
This is wndenzably the Caſs as to every com- 
manded Service, and every Reſtraint that is laid 
ppon us ; % perfectly reaſonable is our whole Di: 
1 4 n we” 
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9, and fo" frungiy doth it recommend: itſelf to 


our rational Choice. of gi} 2x; otra 
What we have therefore to do, in order to 
its working its proper Effects upon us, is fo ex- 
amine theſe Matters carefully; and to diſcover 
them, if we can, as they really are. Let us 
therefore reſolvedly caſt off every deceitful Pre- 
judice, every fort of . Baſs, which either our 
Appetites, or Paſſions, or preconceived Notions, 
or any worldly Enſnarement may throw upon 
our Minds; and let us give a fair Hearing to 


what the Law of God, and our own Under- 


ſtandings, in the Uſe of proper Helps; may 


fairly ſet before us, concerning theſe weighty 


Matters. Let us carefully apply 0 the Law and 
to the Teſtimony * (as the Prophet adviſeth in 
another Caſe) that we may learn, e/þectally from 
hence, what the real Nature of God's Service 
s. For if any corrupt Tendency from dur bo- 


dily Appetites, or any Enſnarement from the 


World, or any fort of Prepoſſeſſion from Edu- 
cation, Cuſtom, or any prevailing Notions do 
ſpeak contrary to any one Inſtruction that is 
here plainly contained; we may depend upon 
it, it is becauſe there is no Truth in them. _ 
And let us alſo carefully uſe our own Under- 
ſtandings, as well as the holy Scriptures, in a 
ſober Examination of what God requires from 
us. Let us frequently and heartily beg of him to 
enlighten our Minds, with the true Knowledge 
of his Will; for, as Solomon aſſures us : tis 
* Ifa. viii. 20, + Prov. ij. 6. | | 
the 
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Mouth cometh Knowledge and Underſtanding, 
And therefore, i me want Wiſdom, as to d.. 
vine Matters eſpecially, we are fo ſeek it of Ob 
(as the Apoſtle James directs ®) who giveth 1 
all Men kberolly, and upùrai deth not any with 
the Want of it, if ſenſible of their Want, and 
tunate with him for a Supply. And fur. 
ther, if ve thus ſeek for ſpiritual Wiſdam as Men 
ſeek for Siluer, and ſearch for it as the bid Trea. 
fures of the Earth are wont to be ſought after + 
then may we hope to underſtand (as Solomon 
expreſſeth it) the Fear of the Lord, and to obtain 
the true Knowledge of God, and of his Will con- 
ng us. g 5 
My principal Aim in treating this Subject as 
1 bing * to ſet forth Religion in FA pro. 
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; per Light ; that we may not reſt on /ſenſeltþ No 
| Formulities, and mere Shadows in what we N 
þ practiſe of it; which I fear, hath been the t 
i Caſe of many profeſſing Chriſtians. It hath Wi . 1 
f (e. g.) been too common to lay a mighty Streß Wi , 
g upon Names, and Notions; ſome of which the 81 
warmeſt Contenders for 'em have not been well 10 
able to give a rational Account of. And the * 
Effects of this have too often been, not to pro- Pre 


mote the principal Ends and Intereſts of Chri- 
ſtianity nor to advance the Honour of God, in thu 
the Happineſs of Men ; --- not to cultivate Aﬀa- 
bility and Love, good Agreement and mutual 
Kindnefjes among Fellow Chriſtians (altho tie the 

® James i. . f Prov. ii. 4. e LS 
ale 


ae mani feſtly the greateſt Matters fecommended 
by Chriſt, and the moſt amiable Part, as well as 
principal Ornament of the Cbriſtian Character) 
not to produce, I ſay, fuch defirable Fruits as 
theſe :---but rather to encourage and promote 
among Brethren, Anuimoſities and Feuds, barg 
Contentions and bitter Reproaches-; with all the 
ill Nature, and conſequent ill Treatment, which 
are the Attendants of theſe, _ 11 
So that the Diſciples of Chriſt, inſtead of be- 
ing diſtinguiſhed by their mutual hearty Affection, 


and their Acts of Kindneſs to one another; 
N have rather been remarkable for their Heats and 
in 


Diviſions, their Emulations and Striſes; for their 
bord Cenſures, and many reproachful Terms, which 
| they have EAGERLY ſtrove to faſten upon each 
other : and for many other ſuch unſociabię Marks 
as have wretchedly ſcandalized the Chriſtian 
Name. . | „ 
Chriſtians in general have ſeemed to enter- 
tan a very defective Notion, of what St. Paul 
told the Galatians (Gal. v. 13.) that they: 
were called by LOVE TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER 
SINCE ALL THE LAW 1s FULFILLED IN 
THIS ONE WoORD,---Thow ſhalt love thy Nergh= 
bur as thyſelf ;---fince the common Practice of 
Profeſſors, hath been perfectly contrary to this 
momentous Declaration. But ſurely when we 
thus angrily bite, or any Way ſeek to devour 
one another; or deſtroy each others Charatter, 
and Intereſt in the World: whatever may be 
the Motives which we are influenced by, we 
act 
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nt as inco aktently. wide the i ded we'll | 
dear, and do caſt 45 gregt 4 Reproach. bon 11 
3 ar ben Vie are 4 arth Vices that OF ger. 4 F 
= mal bought mo infamous. | 4 
And oh how fatal have bech-the Ee d | 
that unhappy: 8 Zeal which hath, in WM 
ecexery Age of: Chniftianity diſcovered. itlelf, by 
fring a Braud or Mark of Joni, upon the | 
real Diſciples of Chriſt... i 
_ - Had Men'calmly examined into the Eud Al 
Tan of the Law of Chriſt, and the Re. 
 ſonableneſs of every Thing required by it; they 
would certainly have been led to a very different 
Perſuaſion concerning thoſe Matters, and t i ® 
far different | Behaviour towards their Bellos- ' 
Cbriſtians. But I ſhall not now proceed fur. 
ther upon theſe Matters, being willing to ſpeak | 
more fully to em, in ſome of the Inferences I 
propoſe to draw from $a Diſcourſe I have been 
. 6 would. now: "hope pe jt ſufficiently 8 
that the Service of God, or the Courſe of Lit 
which he directs us to, is on all Accounts a mi 
reaſonable Service; and therefore deſerving not 
only our frcere. Approbation, but - moft hearty 
Practice. Whoever regards the Scripture Ac. 
count of thoſe. Matters, muſt be fully fatisfidd 
concerning them, from that great 5 ariety of 
_ Paſſages I have been led to take Notice of; and 
eſpecially from St. Paul's Manner of repreſent. 
ing them, in that Paſſage which I have fixed 
* as the Ground of this Diſcourſe ; and the 
| * Ea Expli- | 


And, as I had epeciallyß an Bye eren oy 


ture of this moſt excellent Rule of Life, are 
the ſtrongeſt Moti ves that can be ſet before us, to 
engage our willing and hearty Compliance with 


it; for as twas manifeſtly deſigned to 2 ; 


our higheſt Good, both preſent, 1 future, i 


wherein the Glory of God himſelf is evidently 
included, as reſulting from the other; ſo is it 
moſt adnirably- contrived” to anſwer thoſe noble 
Ends, and doth as much recommend itſelf by 
its diu Rules and Precepts, as it doth . Fs 
beneficent and kind Intention, © 


Upon the whole, the Subject ry be own- 


tention, I ſhall therefore endea vour to improve 
it a little further, by ſome proper Inferences. 


4 


Conjunction with that of our. Fallow-Creatures; . 
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treating on this Subject; I have particularly 
pointed at it, and enlarged upon it throughout 
tbe whole Performance. . The Intent and Na- 


Led 5 he i very great Importance j and to de- 
ſerve, on many Accounts, our maſt careful At- 


Bü of which 1 thought wee 
particular Chapter. 7 

= From hence partitularly I ar Cy" /tly OR EY 
WT what Sentiments 74s great Apoſtle had not only. 

of the Intent, and Nature of the divine Law —- 
but likewiſe of the Manner in which we are con- 
| cerned to pay Obedience to it. : 


. 


—— 


* id + N | 
* | * ö 3 2 » 4 1 
- Ct * — 
— is . 2 = „ 0 8 5 y F Pe — 1 4 
s r 
n r 


a _—_ 
8 


17 
. 
j 
K. 
o 
ol 
Ll 
4 
: 
. 
mu. 
* 
* 
1 
+» 
_ 
4 
is 
j 
1 
1 
1 
„ 
"*h 
i 
4 
" 
Lo 
5 
* 
iN 
. 
we 4 
— 
„ 
' 
11 
1 
. 
4 ; 
23 
_ 
' 
50 
1F 
Wo 
"$8 
"BY 
* 
ms 
* 
54 
. 
* 
a * 
1 
=. 
- * 
1 
th : 
9 
—* 1 
. 0 
HB 
ws 
_ 
F 
.% 
x 
ho 
— 
4 
ql 
\ | 
Py | 
Ds 
7 1 
1 
11 
"BK 
"Y * 
.*Y 
Wo 
i . 
1.7. 
> 6 
; 9 : 
Re: 
*. 
— 
3 
b 
'4 
4 I 
3 
9 
"my 
5M 
Ml 
2 
* 0 
4. 
ff 
bare - 
"3 
LL. 
iP f 
Ps 
4 * 
3 
3 4 
* * 
< 2 ＋ 
»- 5% 
LY 
.*% 
U 
4 
1 
4 
l 
F 


(2 


| CHAP. * 
The Ing rovement. of the Diſcourſe, i in 
os evergl Particulars. 8 


Have ſhewn before, that the Saris E 
Courſe of Life which God requires from 
us, is, in every Part of it, a moſt reaſonati 
Service ; fince every Thing that is enjoined, i 
perfeth agreeable to the Natures and Reaſons of 
Thi 
2 ſince every one's own Reaſon would 
lead him to put in Practice the preſcribed Rule 
of God's Word, did he rightly Perceive it; we 
may from hence iner, 
iſt, That this Confideration ſhould W _ 
every one of us, to ſtrive to have the cleareſt and 
fulleſt Apprehenfun of the Nature of God's Gm. 
mands, that he is capable of attaining, in order 
5 pay à more reach and acceptable Obediencr 5 
them. 
Such is the Ground, and fuch the 7 endency d 
the divine Precepts ; that the better they are 
known, the greater Influence they will naturally 
Have, in ſecuring our Compliance with the d- 
vine Will.---.So reaſonable and fitting, ſo gainjil 
and attractive is EVERY Part of our Duty, | 
defirable and eligible upon ALL Accounts; that if 
we are willing to be guided by our own 'Under- 
-Randings, we ſhould not only be led to an" 
I 0 


4 } 
\ 
0 


believe not, left the Ligbt 


7 3 . : 
F: Part, but to apply likewiſe to the 
125 Mit, at the Time and in the Manner 
in which it is preſcribed; becauſe our own Rea- 
ſon would then convince us, it was moſt eligible 
ſo to do. Every other Inſtance of Conduct 


would then appear to be of leſs Moment, and 


© therefore not to be a fit Obj ect of our an 


So very natural, and fo — an Influence 


muſt the right Knowledge of the Nature of 
| God's Commands be ſuppoſed to have, 1 


the Minds and Practice of reaſonable Beings. | 
We have therefore a mighty Concern in 41 


taining to RIGUT Nor IOS of the ſeveral 
| Things required from us, There is no one Step 


that we can take, in the Path eſpecially of Piety, 
of ſuch Moment to us as this. The 2 
certainly are loſt, for want of ſeeing Thing 


right : If our Goſpel (fays'St. Paul *) be Ea 5 
is bid to them that are loſt; 


this World hath blinded 25 Minds of them that 


an Entrance.into their Minds, they woùld have 
directed their Lives according to it ; but being 


unhappily blindfolded by their vicious Inclina- 
tions, improved by the great Deceiver (as eve- 


ry Sinner is) they miſtook their proper Path, 


and hereupon were loſt in the War that lead 


to Ruin. 


Tis therefore the Undoing of every Wichse f 
* Cor. iv. 3. F = 
M 2 | Peſo: 5 


in dubom the. God of 
of the glorious Goſpel of 


| Chriſt ſhould ſhine 150 them. By this we are 
| taught, that had the Beams of this Light found 
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Perſon, that he underſtands no better the Nature 
of God's Commands, and his own Concern jy 
obeying them. ' "My People (ſays God by the Pro. 

phet *) are deſtroyed for want of KNowLEnDG, | 
In like manner, on the other Hand, tis the 
eſpecial Safeguard; of the Righteous, rhat thy 
diſcern God's Will ſo clearly. Theſe are fo hap- 
py as to have rightly attained, what the Scripture 
calls the Knowledge of the Truth ; or the true 
praftical Knowledge of what God requires from 
them, in order to their Happineſs. Whereu 
on St. Paul informs us , that God is willing 
that all Men ſhould be ſaved, and (in order to 
their being ſo) ſhould come to the Knowledge if 
the Truth; without which it is not to be expett- 
ed they ſhould take the needful Methods for it, 
And Solomon alſo tells us || : that through Know: 
LEDGE the Juſt are delivered, i. e. from the 
evil Ways of the Wicked, and from the De- 
ſtruction they lead them to. And to the ſame 
Purpoſe, in another Place : That the Excellen- 
cy of Knowledge is this, viz. that Wiſdom givet! 
LIE to them that have it; for it puts them in 
the Way of Life, and ſafely carries them on 
—ů | : 

The Bible indeed abounds with a great Vari- 
ety of excellent Paſſages, of the ſame Import 
with thoſe I have quoted ; and very fully ſhews 
us the mighty Importance of diſcerning our Du- 
ty rightly. From whence we may conclude, 
® Hoſea iv. 6. F Fin: It: 4 Prov. xi. 9. 

I Eccleſ. vii. 12. | | 

that 


| has — to our 2 ſuch * be 


our Practice in every Part of Religion. The 


clearer and more fully we diſcover the Will of 


God, and the Reaſons of what he enjoins; the 
more readily and —_ ſhall we, in all' Caſes, 
direct our Conduct by it. And, on the other . 
hand, the leſs we know of the Grounds'of God's 
Commands, the leſs inclined, and leſs able ſhall 
we be to pay a right Obedience to em. 
Religion conſiſts not in empty outw-ard She ws, 
or in a mere bod:ly Performance of any required 


Duty. God hath moſt wiſe Ends in every appoint- 


ed Service, the ultimate of which is his own 
Honour, in the Happineſs of Men: and what- 
ever he hath enjoined hath, when 7:ghtly per- 


| formed, a moſt admirable T endency to promote 


thoſe great Ends. So that when any of our 
Services have a contrary Influence, when they 


tend, any Way, to promote Diſcord, an unſo- 


ciable Carriage, or an unkind Temper among Fel- 
low Chriſtians ; we may depend upon it, the 
End of thoſe Duties is for from being anſ wered. 
They are ſo far at that Time from being religi- 
oufly performed, that ſuch Perſons are charge- 
able with acting a Part, which is quite the Re- 
VERSE o What 1s truly religious. 

Indeed if our religious Services are not dit 
charged with a ſincere Deſire, and a following 
Aim, to promote in ourſelves and others the 
Virtues of Chriſtianity; and particularly the Ex- 
erciſe of Love to God, in Love to our Neigh- 


 buurs; they can have nothing in them that can 


be 
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be called Religion, how, ſpeciouſly ſoerer they 1 


may ſem to be performed. 


Let us therefore, by any Ata, examine 
thoſe Things aright, and endeavour, as we are = 


able, to ſearch out the Intent, the Nature, and 


proper Tendency of every religious Duty; that 
we may not fooliſhly reſt upon mere Ap 


. ances, inſtead of OT the real Will of 


God in them. Permit me here again, to point a 
little briefly at the principal of thoſe Duties.—ln 
reading therefore the Word of God, or any good 
Book, and in hearkening to them when read; 

let us carefully attend 0 the Hſtructions jet. pe 
18, and ſtrive to work the Impreſſions of them, 
as ſtrongly as we can, upon our Minds and 


Hearts; that the Fruit of all may appear in 


our following Courſe of Life. 

In like manner, when we attend particularly 
upon the Ordinance of Preaching ; let us la) 
apart all filthineſs and Super flui ty of Naughti- 
neſs (as St. Fames expreſſeth it *) 2, e. every 
Luſt that would * and miſlead us; every 


Surmiſe againſt the Preacher, or his Doctrine, 


which may bar our Minds againſt his good In- 
ſtructions: and let us make it our Care to re- 
ceive with MEEKNEss the engrafted Word, that 
it may become helpful o the ſaving of our Souls 
'The Deſign of attending upon publick In- 
ſtructions, is not to fill our Heads with empty 


Notions, and much leſs with Sentiments that 


tend to alienate our Affections from our Fellow- 


* James L 21. = OS 
Creatures; 


. © tft ko A bay +> mn ory 


( 


Creatures; nor ſhould 3 it be our chief Intention 
to diſcover the Abilities, or the Opinions of the 
Preacher. But the immediate manifeſt End of 
attending upon Preaching, is 10 increaſe in di- 
vine Knowledge, Id ORDER TO ADVANCE 'IN 

P1EzTY, by the Help of this Inſtitution; we 
| muſt endeavour to improve our Under ſtandings, 
and to better our Hearts, and Lives; that we 

may hereby be profitably inſtructed in the Will 
| of God, and the Way to Heaven. The Ordi- 
nance was intended, as is exceeding manifeſt, 
for thoſe TRULY USEFUL AND BENEFICIAL 
| Purpoſes ; and therefore thoſe who are deſirous 
to improve their Attendance u pon it to any real 
Benefit, ſhould take due Care, by their Manner 
of attending, to anſwer this good Deſign. 

Again, when we addreſs ourſelves to God in 
Prayer, whether publickly or privately, we 
ſhould likewiſe fincerely aim to improve our fu- 
| ture Conduct; that the Diſcharge alſo of bis 


1 Duty, may more and more increaſe our Love to 
Ty) God, and our Love to our. Neighbours, Our 
ne, Prayers, as well asother religious? Services, have, 


In- when performed with Underſtanding, a moſt 
| admirable” Tendency to ſtir up and increaſe our 

foctal Virtues in particular; which are the nobigſt 
6. and moſt ſerviceable that we are CAPABLE of 
practiſing. Theſe were particularly intended to 
PY WF fiir up in us Bowels of Compaſſion, Kindneſs, 
hat Humbleneſs of Mind, Meeknefs, Long-fuſfering, 
Forbearance, arid Forgiveneſs ; and every other 
Fruit of Charity. For how can we rightly gs 
that 


r God would hew! pe us, when e 
ourſelves do ſhew none to our needy or afflicted 
Brethren ? or that he would forgive us our Of. 
fences againſt him, when ue cannot be prevailed 
upon from our Hearts to forgive others ? or that 
be ſhould ſupply qur Wants, or ſhew any fort 
of Kindneſs to us; whilſt we are not willing to 
act in like manner towards all our Neighbour 
on all. Occafions that call us to it ?--- Our Pray. 
ours therefore, in particular, do manifeſtly teach 
us thoſe excellent Chriſtian Leſſons, and alſo lay 
us under the /?rongeſt Ties to prafiiſe them. 

| How very much are we concerned then, to 

3 ale it our eſpecial. Care, to have right Appre 
henſions of the Nature and Tendency of -eyery 
religious Duty; in order to our diſcharging them 
in ſuch a rational Manner, as may anſwer, in 
Be: Meaſure, the pri ncipal ee of pecaly 
for which the) y were appointed ? 
But I would further obſerve, ſrom what be 

fore hath been diſcourſed upon, that if Gods 
Service is moſt reaſonable in all its Parts, and i; 
eſpecially aimed at our own, and our Neightour' 
Good, that the Honour of God may hereby be 
promoted to greateſt Advantage; "theſe Conf. 
derations ſhould teach us, 

_ 2dly, Net to lay a Streſs upon what ae 45 or 
undertake to db, in any Part of this Jervice, but 
do har is done with Underſtandi ng ; i. e. with ſome 
rational Aim that is agreeable' to the Nature if 
it, and alſo i in ſuch Manner as may at leaſt hav 
SOME T — to anſwer this Aim. 
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I fear there are Chriſtians, otherwiſe of 6 
good Character, who are too negligent of theſe 


important Circumſtances, in their religious Ser- 


without diſcovering a due Regard to them. And 


vices ; and who imagine they act commendably, 


yet every one who conſiders it, can not but 


know, that we chiefly judge of the Nature of 


what we do, by the End we propoſe in doing 


it; and by the appearing Tendency it hath to 
accompliſh what we aim at. No Action ia 


| thought commendable, but what doth,  botb 


thoſe Ways, recommend itſelf to our Approba= 


"wh 


tion; nor is any other acknowledged to be ra- 


tional: and no Actions whatſoever can ſo juſtly 


require, and demand this right Intention, and 


faithful Execution; as thoſe which are of a re- 
lgions Nature. | | 


I it ſhould be ſaid, that every well choad 


Perſon, in his religious Services, doth act in an 
apprehended Obedience to the Commands of 
God, and with a View to pleaſe him, in diſ- 


atiarging ſuch Duties. 


J anſwer, that ſuppoſing this to be the Caſe, 


the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch Services' may, after 


For as God cannot be thought to lay any Com- 
mands upon us, and more eſpecially to com- 
mand any ftated religious Duty, gut of. mere 


Pleaſure, without having ſome valuable End in 


doing it; and ſince his principal End, in every 


all be queſtioned, if they go no further than this, 


ſuch Command, muſt be ſuppoſed to be the 


promoting his own Honour, in our Happineſs : 


„F _ WA 
vice will at all pleaſe him, but what is found to 
have ſuch a View and Terdency. Whatever Ser. 


vice wants theſe Qualifications, cannot be fup. 


poſed to be acceptable to Cod, how much ſoe. 


ver it may ſatisfy, curſelves, or be approved of 
by others. And therefore.to reſt content with 
ſuch idle Formalities, ſhews that we have little 


Knowledge even of theſe Things that db mi 


Toon en 

We may fancy that our Care in keeping up 
fuch ſeeming Services, and our forced Devotion 
in our Manner of performing them, - are good 


| Evidences of our being religious Perſons ; but 


while our Hearts and Lives are no way bettered 
by them, nor like to be jo ; they can turn to no 
Account. VVV 

Let us therefore carefully remember, that 


God hath appointed religious Services, to form 


us more and more into his own Image; i. e. 
to work our Hearts into a real Averſion 
Things that are evil, and into Love and Deligh 
in thoſe that are good. His Deſign is, that by 
the Uſe of theſe we may become forbearing and 
forgiving, to thoſe that do offend us; compuſſi- 
nate and beneficent, to the Aflicted, and the Nee 
dy ; kind and good tempered to all we are concerned 
ati; and ready, on all Occaſions, to pratiiſ 
every friendly Virtue that any one's Caſe may call 
or, | . 
When we therefore take upon us to perform 
any one religious Service, let us carefully re: 
8 2 1 | = mem ber 7 
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nehber "thr 1606 ace ſome of the printipd 
Things deſigned by it ; and while theſe are ne- 
glected, our religious Duties are ufavailable, 
and our E Devotion irrational and unacceptable to 
the great Object of our Worſſiip. Oo Bath nd 


Phafire in Fools, nor in any Thin 5 5, fook ;fhly done. 
Indeed bare Obedience to God's Commands, 


| doth look like an Act of Piety ; but to ſet about 
any Service from no other Principle, 7s ſcarcely 
a rational Aff, at beſt it muſt come ſhort 'of 
what God doth moſe reaſonably expect from us. 
How far therefore ſuch Services as theſe * 
deeſerve to be accounted the Sacrifices of Fools, 
would leave every Perſon to judge. 

Let us never reſt contented then with any re- 2 
ligious Duties, which we have no religious End 
in; and which do not likewiſe tend to ſome 
real religious Purpoſe. And let us ſtill remem- 
| ber, that tis the Proſpect of ſome Good to our- 
ſelves or Neighbours, in which God's Honour 1s 
included; THAT IS THE CHIEF ANIMAT= 
| ING. PRINGIPLE OP EVERY RELIGIOUS 
| AcT1oN, as well as of all others. 

But let me branch out this uſeful Leſſon yet 
a little further (for I think it well deſerves it) 
that we may ſee the better what inſtructive 
Truths it will lead us to. 
What I have been now diſcourſing of, may 
teach us the following Things, viz. 

| 1fit, Not to lay 5 our Zeal upon Names, or 


Notions, or any fort of Openzons, that tend FO 110 
| REAL Goop, 
N 2 adly | 


92 y 7 
© ly; Uo roll ESPECIAL Care of ebe Sv 
of Opinions, as have naturally, and gal 4 the 
CONTRARY ILL Effef. 
I imagine it will be worth the while to con- 
ſider theſe two Things diſtinctly, and fully, 1 
have juſt. pointed at them before, but would 
here a little enlarge upon em; for I take them 
to be Matters of very great Concernment, al. 
tho' they ſeem to be but little attended to by 


ſome Chriſtians even of a good Character. I cb. 
ſerve then, 
„ hat the Subject of this Diſcowſe, Go viz, 
the Reaſonableneſ; of God's Service) and what 
0 hath juſt before been noted; ſhould direct and pre- 
f vail upon us, not to lay out our Zeal (as too mam 
: feem to do) upon Names and Notions, or any ſort 
) "of Opinions, THAT TEND TO NO REAL 
1 Goo . 

þ| It hath been the great Unhappineſs of th 
MM Church of Chriſt, from the very Beginning of 
it it, to be miſerably divided into Sects, or Par- 
| j ties, of different Denominations ; from an high 
1 Regard to ſome eminent Leader, or from dit- 

_ ferent Perſuaſions in ſome diſputed Points. 
= St. Paul, we find did greatly lament it, even 
= in his Time; and earneſtly cautioned againſt 
* it “: Whereas (ſays he) there are among you 
455 (ſpe aking to the Corinthians) Envyings, an 
5 Strifes, and Divifions ; are ye not herein] car- 
iz | nal, and walk as Men? i. e. as the Men of this 
i World do as the Heathens are wont to do 


* 1 Cor. iii. 3, 4. 
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the Iam of Apollos; are ye not carnal ?  Doth not 
if this ſhew you are under the Influence of your 
n- WW bodily Corruptions? and do rather behays like 
1d In like manner doth he ſpeak, in another. 
em Place, of the ſame Evil æ: And now I ſay, that 
al. every one of you ſaith, I am of Paul, and 1 of 
by WW Apollos, and 1 of Cephas [i. e. of Peter] and 
ob- I of Chriſt. Is CHRIST DIVIp ED? Sc. As 
if he had ſaid: ---Is Chriſt divided, as you un- 
iz. happily are ? altho you profeſs yourſelves Fellow- 
hat WW Members. of the ſame Body 9 Pray conſider. with 
re- yourſelves, do ſome of you belong to one Part 
am of Chriſt ? and ſome to another? What ſtrange 
fort Diviſions are theſe ?--- How wunaccountable are 
AL theſe Things? And how much of remaining 
- Carnality do they plainly betray in you? __ 
the From hence it appears, that even in the A- 
r of WE poſtles Time, unhappy Diviſions aroſe among 
r- Chriſtians, and produced ſuch wretched Strifes, 
ich WF Animoſities, and Envyings ; . as were perfettly ' 
di inconſiſtent with the Nature, and chief Defign of 
| the heavenly Law of Chriſt, And in the follow- 
ven ing Ages, and ever ſince, they have much more 
inſt prevailed, and have had far worſe Effects. Nay 
the greater Part of profeſſing Chriſtians, _ in 
and 7he/e latter Times eſpecially, have ſtrangely laid 
ur- the main Streſs of their (briſtianity, upon their 
this being of one, or the other unhappily divided 
do? Parties of it. Whereas, whoever rightly con- 


® 1 Cor. i. 12, 13. 
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ſſdets the Intent of Chriſt's Law, and the Nes 
ſonableneſs. of that Service which be preſcribed 


to his Followers; will ſoon find, there 1s not, 


in reality, the leaſ Streſs: to be "aid upon any 
ſuch particular Character, as in itſelf alone con- 
ſidered. However fond ſome may be of being 


called by the Name of any 1 Head of a 
Party, or particular Perſuaſion; or tho they 
only Fai. a the Catholick Name of Chriſt, 
and are not at all biaſſed by any Leader under 
him: even bis can ſignify neck as to the 
Ends of Chriſtianity ; wnleſs the LIFE of ( 

(as St. Paul ſpake to the Corinthians *) be mak 
manifeſt in them. A real Chriſtian is only-to be 


rightly known by his Courſe of Action, and not 
merely by his particular Denomination, or 850 


fefled Character. 

Tis the Fruit alone, that doth clearly ſatisfy 
us of the Nature of the Tree. Thoſe are true 
Diſciples of Chriſt, however diſtinguiſh'd or de. 
nominated, who daily endeavour to bring forth 
thoſe Fruits of Righteonfneſs, which are through 
Jeſus Chriſt, to the Glory and Praiſe of God f; 


that approve and practiſe the Things that are ex- 


cellent ; and ſtrive to be $INCERE, without 85 
fence till che Day of Chriſt. 

Whoever, I ſay, hath a juſt Title to this 
Character, deſerves certainly to be accounted, ani 
ought alſo to be treated, as a real Chriſtian, op 


WHATEVER Dex A Ion with reſpect to 
1 Matters. 


9 Cor. Iv. 10. 7 Phil i, , 11. 


Ido 


SS Drage 
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f „ © 
I do not offer theſe Things, as if 0"Regard 


: 

i vas to be had to Mens Soundnefs in Fuitb, while 
„ their Practice appeared conformable to the Pre- 
ceepts of the Goſpel; for this I take to be ande- 

" able, that true Principles, and right Practice, 
o o depend upon each other; and become inſe- 

2 parable, in thoſe that act /incerely. But then the 

7 Reaſonableneſs of Chriſt's Service, doth direct us 

t; to judge chiefly of the Faith of our 'Fellow- 

: Chriſtians, by the Fruits it is productive of. 


For St. Paul ſhews us , that neither Gr. 
| cumcifion availeth any Thing, nor yet Uncircum- 
cifion ; but that Faith only which woRKETH IN 
us BY LOVE. Love moſt certainly, is the 
| main Principle of Chriſtianity +, to which 
Faith is only /ub/ervient ; and therefore, for the 
implanting, and cultivating of Love, the Law 
of Chriſt was chiefly inſtituted, And Love 7s 
fo beavenly and ſo prolifick a Principle, that 'T1s 
RICH IN GOOD WoRKs, being always ready to 
diſtribute, and willing to communicate of every 
| God it may poſſeſs, as any Occafions offer. T 

8o that tho this ſame Apoſtle tells us || : Mat 
we are ſaved by Faith, and not [meritoriouſly} 
by Works ; yet preſently after, he adds: That we 
are created in Chrift Feſus to Goo Wokks, in 
order to our WALKING [or living] in them. 
| Our Faith therefore (as I ſaid) is chieſiy to be 
judged of by the Fruits it produceth in us; and 
more eſpecially by that of Love. 
1 Cor. xiv. 13. + 1 Tim. vi. 18. | Eph. ii. 9. g. 

| EDS Permit 


Permit me to reaſon, yet a little further, up- 

on this weighty Point. Suppoſing the Faith of 
. any of our Fellow-Chriſtians ſhould be ral) 
erroneous, while the Error was neither wicked. | 
. ly run into, nor is ſinfully continued in, but 
purely the Effect of involuntary Miſtake (a 
muſt be ſuppoſed of thoſe who ſincerely bring 
forth the Fruits before mentioned) it calls only 
for our Compafſion, and a right Endeavour to 
rectify it; but not for intemperate Zeal, much ii 
for uncharitable Cenſures ; and LEAST OF ALL, 
for any unchriſtian Treatment from uus. 
Soundneſs in the Faith, if we ſuppoſe it ſe- 

ted from the genuine Fruits of Love, can 

never render Perſons ſecure as to an Intereſt in 
the great Redeemer; it cannot recommend 
them to the Eſteem and Approbation of inteli- 
gent, and fincere Chriſtians ; nor entitle them i 
the divine Acceptance: Whatever fond Opinion 
ſome Part of Mankind may have thereof. On the 
other Hand, where the Fruits of Righteouſnek, 
and the Effects of Charity do plainly appear, 
or in whatever Perſon they are really found; 
ſuch a one muſt be owned f be a Child of God, 
whatever Errors in Principle he may, invuolunta- 
rily have fallen into: Fur what doth it profit, 
any Brethren (ſays St. James *) the a Man [aj 
T have FaiTn, but not WoRKs [agreeable to 
it] can his Faith [of itſelf] fave him? Fa Bro- 
ther, er a Siſter be naked, or deſtitute of daily 
Fecd [or in any other afflictive Circumſtance] and 


James ii. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. 


One 
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ne of you fay:to hiv depart in Peace, be. uon. | 
wide: and r ho filled ; but {notwithſtanding | 


ſuch. flattering; Words] you: give them not ſuch 5 
Things as they need ;—what doth it profit ? Ee 


vx 80 FAITH, if it have not Works, is DEAD, 


BEING ALONE. Yeaa Man may ſay, (viz. up- 
on obſerving this) THOU haſt Faith, and I baue 


| Works; ſhew me Thy Faith without thy Works, 


[tis ſpoken ironically, in a Way of ſevere Taunt; 7 
do this, if thou canſt} and 1 ww Jheew thee MY 
Faith By my Works. | 

According to this Apoltle's Doatine, the 
Soundneſs Of our Morks, is the beſt Proof of 
the Soundneſs of our Faith, The latter there- 
fore is always to be fried, and to be meaſured | 
by the former. So that if theſe Fruits are want⸗ 


ing, and eſpecially if the Faith we profeſs, hath 


any Influence contrary to them; our Pretenſi- | 
ons to true Faith will not deſerve to be regarded, 

Let the whole lead us then, not to lay out 
our Zeal upon Names and Notions, or any ſort 
of Speculations {be they never fo much in 
Vogue) that tend to no real Good. The Rea- 
/mableneſs. of Chriſtianity doth ſufficiently for- 
bid this, there being nothing in zheſe alone, to 
ſupport the leaſt Streſs, The only right Way 
to jadge of any Thing, is to judge of it by zts 
Fruit ; no Profeſſion, nor any Principle can 
avail at all, in Religion eſpecially, that hath 
not ſome good Effect. | 


Let us therefore carefully ſettle our Notions 


in theſe Matters, that, in the great Affair of 
0 Godlineſi, 


Godlineſs, we may not in any Meaſure reſt up⸗ 
on a wrong, or vain Foundation. Now I take 
it to be exceeding plain, from the Reaſonable. 
neſs. of God's Service, as well as on other Ac. 
counts ; that to judge rightly of our Religion, 
and conſequently of our Intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus, 
we ſhould chiefly regard the Manner in which 
oe practiſe it. And ſince the Love we owe our 
Neighbours, confidered as an Evidence of our 
Love to God, is the main Thing required of ys; 
the Fruits which is produceth in us, ſhould 
be an eſpecial Rule to judge by. Whatever 
turneth to no real Good, can be of no Signifi- 
cancy either in Profeſſion, or Principle; however 
ſpecious the one may be, or however promiſing 

the other, I would further obſerve, 
 2dly, That whatever Opinions have natural 
and uſually the contrary Influence, can have m 
ſufficient Foundation ; becauſe fo inconſiſtent wirn 
THE HEAVENLY PRINCIPLE OF Lovr, 
qohich is the main Foundation of all RE AL Pieh. 
Of ach Opinions indeed we ſhould be ex- 
ceeding jealous, becauſe they will certanly lead 
us from our proper Path, in Proportion as they 
are found to prevail. Every Age of Chriltu- 
nity hath abounded with miſerable Inſtances of 
it, ſo that there hath been always great Res- 
ſon to lament exceedingly the miſguided MIs- 
CHIEVOUS Zeal of a great many profeſſing 
12 Chhriſtians, in reſpect to their Brethren. The 
FA deepeſt and moſt deadly Wounds which the 
1A Cauſe of Chriſt doth ſeem to me to _— 
0 N | celved, 
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ceived; it hath - chiefly I think received, im, 
THE HovusE OF 1Ts FRIENDS. To allude to 


the Prophet's fad Complaint, . Zech. xii. 6. 
Thoſe Feuds and Ani moſities, thoſe Envyings and 


| Strifes, that ill Will, and ill Carriage which 
have, in all Ages, been too apparent among the : 
Followers of Chriſt (occaſioned by their diffe- 


rent Perſuaſions in diſputed . Points, and the 
eager Zeal they have laid out upon theſe) have 
been moſt improved by the Enemies of Chriſti- 
anity, againſt the common Intereſts of it. 

And indeed as the fad Effects of ſuch miſ- 
guided Zeal, have given, foo deſervedly, an un- 
happy Ground for their vile Reproaches ; we 
ought to be the more careful for the future, 
not to lay any ſuch Temptations before them. 
The Example of Chriſt, and the chief Pre- 
cepts of his Goſpel, do very ſtrongly recom- 
mend a truly charitable Temper, and an anſwer- 
able Manner of Behaviour, towards all our 
Fellow-Chriſtians. Chriſt himſelf was for no- 
thing more remarkable, than for his Meekneſs, 
Peaceableneſs, Loving-kindedneſs, and Goodneſs 3 


and he very urgently calls upon us to follow 


him particularly in 25%, and the like moſt an- 


able Virtues. In Fobn xiii. 34. his own Example, 


and Precept are ſtrongly joined together: A 
NEw Commandment (ſays he) give I unto you,— 
that ye love one another.---Not new as to its Ori- 


ginal, for the Law of Nature, as well as the 


Law of Moſes, had long before ſtrongly incul- 
cated the ſame Virtue ; but ne, as to the Man- 
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ner in which our Saviour did now urge it. Ohtif 
faw Reaſon to enlarge its Influence to Enernies, 
as well as Friends; which neither the acknoy- 
ledged Law of Nature, nor yet the Law of Ms. 
es, did plainly do before. He alſo preſſed it 
with the greateſt Urgency, in Imitation of lis 
own Example; for he adds: As I have loved you 
{moſt fincerely and heartily] that YE alſo [in 
Hke manner] love one anot ber. And, to ſhey 


us yet further, what a peculiar Streſs he thought 


fit to lay on fhis; he repeats it again (John xy, 
12.) with a very remarkable Emphaſis : Thi, 
(ſays ke) is my Commandment [i. e. the Com- 
mand which 7 eſpecrally charge upon you] that 
ye love one another, as I have loved you. And 
yet again (Ver. 17. of the ſame Chapter) THESE 
"Things I command you, that ye love one another, 
_ *- "Tho' TI have quoted theſe Paſſages before, | 
_ "thought it not impertinent to recite them again 


in this Place, as being ſo naturally led to it. 


Nou cordial enlarged Love, ſuch as Chriſt hath 
-thewn towards ws, is not only harmleſs and inoſ- 
fenſive; but the kznde/?, moſt endearing, and te- 
zeficent Principle that we are capable of. In 
whomſoever it doth rightly prevail, it direct 
and draws him to the moſt engaging Temper 
and Carriage, towards the Perſon who is beloved; 
that can, with any Reſon, be deſired. 
Neither Mratb, nor Envyings, nor any Sort 
of Animoſities (which are the natural Effects of 
all intemperate Zeal) and much leſs Hatred, 
Malice, or Revenge; can reſt in the _— 4 
| 5 thoſe, 
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fat) 7 
thoſe, who! bear hearty Love to one e another. | 

| Strifes and Contentions are alſo carefully. ayoided 
by:them, and every Thing offenſive, ill- natured, 
or unkind; and the contrary Temper, and the 
moſt engaging ag are very n culti- 
| wated, 

Theſe, and the like are the well known na- 
tural Diſcoveries, and the amzable Fruits f Love; 
and theſe undeniably are the greateſt Ornaments 
| to the Chriſtian Character, and 4 MORE THAN 
any THING recommend it; theſe are the Vir- 
tues which the Example of Chriſt, and the Pre- 
cepts of his Goſpel do moſt ſtrongly urge aw 
us, 

What Sort of Chriſtians do thoſe furious TEA 
LOTS therefore ſhew mae. to be, who act 
in Contradittion, nay in perfect OpPos1TION 
to all thoſe endearing. Principles ? They wildly 
eraze the very Foundations of Chriſtianity, to 
build up the Intereſts of it ; they RAVAGE. and 
$SPOIL, MURDER and TORTURE, under a 
Pretence of promoting the peaceable Kingdom of 
THE MEEK. AND ENDEARING JESUS! what 
Monſters among Chriſtians, yea what Manſters a- 
mong Men, do this wild Generation. ſhew. them- 
ſelves! | 

And can Proteftants give the leaſt Counte- 
nance and Encouragement to Men of ſuch a fi- 
rious and ravenous. Difpofitton 2 Can thoſe who 
have cenſured and condemned theſe Principles, and 
Practices, as wholly inconſiſtent with, and a fla- 
| grant Reproach zo Chriſtiant Ly, and been Suf- 

ferers 


{ 


=  ferers: on Account thereof ; indulge to the like 
Temper, and exerciſe the like Inhumanity! 


of Amity; and indeed are naturally inclined to 


ever Pretence we have for it; eſpecially when 
ence. Correction and Severity may be ſome- 
Minds of Men are not to be enlightened by ſuch 
unſuitable Methods. Theſe rather tend to a- 


them; and none but the injudicious, the illdl- 
Igning, or ſuch as are infatuated with Party- 


livered unto the Saints. But on ſuch an Occa- 
ſion certainly theſe two Things, among others, 


5 


As. Men, and as reaſonable Creatures, we are 
manifeſtly link'd together in the ſtrongeſt Bonds 


mutual Acts of Kindneſs, as our: preſent State 
requires we ſhould be. The contrary wild Con- 
ceit of a noted Enthuſiaſt -*, who ſeemed fond 
upon all . Occaſions of contradicting the com- 
mon Sentiments of Mankind; 1 think deſeryes 
very little Notice. 
Let us never therefore allow of ſuch miſlead- 
ing Principles, as would prompt us to break in 
upon any ſocial Duty, or Office of Love, what- 


it hath naturally and uſually this unhappy Influ- 


time proper to reform the vicious, but can ne- 
ver be adviſeable to reduce the erroneous ; the 


bhſh Mens Miſtakes, than in the leaſt to rediify 


Principles; ; are inclined to make uſe of them. 

But I ſhall not enlarge further upon /o plain 
a Point. I very well know, that the Apoſtle 
Jude with great Reaſon exhorts us + Zo contend 
EARNESTLY for the Faith, which was once di- 


Hobbs. f Jude. * 
"ought 


may not miſtake his Meaning; vis. that we 


thus contend only for the Faith that was reuliy 
once delivered, and not for a m:/faken Faith, or 
for any Articles of Faith that have no divine Ori- 
ginal; becauſe by ſuch-a Conduct we ſhould'be . 
ſo far from complying with the Apoſtle's Di- 
rection, that we ſhould manifeſtly contradict it. 

Now the - beſt, and I think the only right 
Way of being well perſuaded, . what fort of 


W Faith it is for which we may contend; is to 


examine carefully, not only the ſuppoſed Evi- 
dence of it, but alſo its Nature, Tendency, and 
uſual Influence. If it is a Faith that doth not 
work in Men by Love; or if it is but barren 
of the proper Fruits of Charity ; both St. Paul 
and St. James give us a ſatisfactory Proof that 
it is not the Faith, which was once delivered 
unto the Saints. ä | 
Again, as to the Manner of contending for 
what is really the Faith, it muſt certainly be 
done in a Way becoming CHR1STIANS ; for 


W tbe Apoſtle cannot be ſuppoſed to direct to any 


other, and therefore undeniably it muſt be done 
without any uncbriſtian Temper, or injurious 
Treatment : the Zeal and Earneſtneſs which the 
Goſpel recommends, imports nothing of this, 
_ ſo perfectly oppoſite to the Laws of 

riſt. 5 4 

I therefore conclude the Apoſtle's Meaning 
muſt be, that when we ſee Cauſe to contend, 
it ſhould' be done with ſuch Earneſtneſs, or 


Heartineſs 
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rng, as may be ſuitable to the Occaſion, 
and by ſuch. Means and Inducements AS are 
molt likely to inform, perſuade, and win upon 
the miſguided Brother. Conſequently this ſ ſhould 
not be attempted by any Methods that tend on- 
ly to enflame his Paſſions, to exaſperate his Si- 
rit, and ſet him the more eagerly, againſt the 
Cauſe that we eſpouſe. Our Endeavours to con- 
vince, the erroneous ſhould proceed from realy 
kind Intentions, and an apparent Chriſtian * 
wwhich are the only Methods the Goſpel directs to, 
and thoſe only that are like to ſucceed.  _ 

Tis exceeding evident, that the great Thing 
we ſhould always aim at, in contending for the 


Faith, are the Honour of God, and the God 


of our miſtaken Brethren; we ſhould therefore 
be exceeding careful that our Manner of con- 
tending, be ub way detrimental to thoſe great 
Ends. 

Can we think it an acceptable 9 of 
contending with our Brethren, for the Faith, 
when we make uſe of ſuch Defamation and * 
proach, ſuch hard Cenſure and Upbratdings ; 
tend directly to blaſt his Character, to dämilk 


his Uſefulneſs, and ſome way or other to do 


him a real Injury ? Are THESE the Methods 
that credit the Faith of Chriftians ? Or that tend, 
in the leaſt, to PROPAGATE it? Can theſe, or 
any hike them, be what this Apoſtle directs us 
to? IT CAnNoT BE, ſuch a Behaviour tends 


directly to . the Faith which we are ex. 


2 hog ted 


_ 


K vu O55 AY Cw, PG, 


"DS ek. Alam: nc. Ak oeoe 


wu, => oo hang OA _ 


DK e TY — 7 


horted to il for, and 60 e, the Pers - 


S PLE, 


N - 9 * 2 


ſons againſt it, that we contend with. 

St. Paul's Direction to Titus *, in this _ 
Caſe, is an excellent Rule to act by; vg. to 
bold fa aft (ourſelves) the faithful Word we have 
been taught (when, upon due Examination, we 
are well aſſured we have been vightiy tau ght it) 
and then, by souND Doctrine (i. e. by ſolid 
Reaſoning, rightly founded on the Word of 
God) 70 exhort, and endeavour to convince the 


| Garnſayers. 


St. Jude muſt be ſuppoſed to have the cond 


Meaning . with St. Paul, and therefore not to 


exhort Men to contend for the Faith, with 
Vehemency and Paſſion, with reproachful Lan- 


guage, or injurious Treatment, or with any II 


1 will, or unkind Deſign but heartily and fin- 


cerely, in THE Ways oF CHRISTIAN Love, 
and FROM A TRULY CHRISTIAN PRINCT-. 


So that this true Import of this Scripture, 
doth not at all contradict the Obſervations be- 
fore made. And it is not indeed to be conceived, 
that any Matter which reſpects our Faith, can 
really break in upon the Offices of Love, or in 
the leaſt countenance an Infringement thereof. 
Whatever therefore our Opinions may be in 
any diſputed Points, we ſhould by no Means 
ſuffer them to lead us into any plain Violation 
of the ROYAL LAW or Love; that INcoM- 
PARABLE HEAVENLY LAW, which is both 
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the MAIN „ THE PRIN. | 


PAL ORNAMENT of the Rule which Chriſt 


hath given us: for if our Opinions have natu- 


rally, and uſually fuch an unhappy Influence; 
we 'may d upon it, they are either ny 
rightly founded; ot have otherwiſe a wrong Fj. 


fect upon us. 


But I would willingly improve the Subject 
yet a little further, and therefore ſhall obſerve, 
zdly, That if the Service which God requires 


from Men be, on all Accounts, a moſt reaſonable 


Service; in that it admirably ſuits both our Na- 
tures and Circumſtances, and is alſo contrived, 
in the moſt engaging Manner to promote our own, 
and our Neighbour's Good : then the NE GLECT- 
ERS OF THIS SERVICE, and eſpecially Tn 
OPEN ENEMIES OF IT, can have No JUsT 
Pretenſions to right Notions of Things; not even 
of thoſe Matters which are OF THE UTMosr 
CONCERNMENT. 

How conceited ſoever either dive one, or - the 
other ſort may be of their own Underſtandings; 
both of them. make a very contemptible Figure, 
in the Eyes of judicious Perſons. Indeed Igno- 
rance and Conceit are ſo unſuitable and offen- 
five, when joined together in the ſame Perſons 
(as they very often are) that they are apt to ſtit 


up in others both Contempt, and Indignation. And 


yet rhis is evidently the poor Character of almoſt 
all who 4i/regard,---of thoſe eſpecially who d 
deſpiſe that 5 8 excellent Courfe of Life, which 


God requires from us. Barely to diſregard ſuch 


1 divine 
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(ay ) 
Joie Counſels, Directions, and Pretepts, as are 


not only deſigned for our greateſt Good, but are 


N moſt conducive to it; ſhews egregious 


Weakneſs, or a mow falſe Conception of * 
Things. 


Mens INN or ; Underſtanding; hath ſo na- 


tural and prevailing an Influence upon their Af- 
ſections, and their Wills, and conſequently upon 


| their Conduct, or Manner of acting; that ac- 


cording as Matters appear to us, ſuch will be 
our Regard to them: and therefore we always 
chooſe what we think, for the Time, is e 


deſireable. 


So that to neglect the Practice of any one of 
thoſe Virtues which God hath preſcribed, is a 
ſufficient Proof, that thoſe who are chargeable 


with the Neglect, ſuppoſe the Services fequired 


to be needleſs, or unptofitable ; - and that ſome 
other Manner of acting is more eligible. EVERY 
Way of a Man is (as Solomon tells us) right in 
lis own Eyes, be it never ſo wrong in itſelf; or 
apparently fo to other Perfons,---In his own Ina- 
gination, or miſtaken Notion of Things, it looks 
right and eligible, upon ſome Account or other; 
otherwiſe he would not chooſe it. But how low 
an Underſtanding muſt ſuch Perſons have? Or 
how little right Uſe muſt they make of their 
Capacities, who prefer their q Ways to thoſe 


which God directs them to? And eſpecially 
when the Conſequence of ſuch a wrong Choice | 


doth / ev; od turn to their DR Hurt 2. 
F''2- Thoſe 


* 


(1080) 


This Who acknowledge the ſacred Scriptures 
to be the Word of God, do hereby own, that 
the Way which theſe direct to, is certainly that 


which God preſcribes in order to Meir Happineſs, 


And can ſuch ſuppoſe, that any Method pre. 


ſeribed by him, any Virtue, or particular Ser- 


vice which he enjoins, is frivolous, or fruitleſs? 
or of ſo little Moment, as that it may ſafely be 
omitted? When profeſſing Chriſtians diſregard 
that Courſe of Life, which God directs them 
to; they hereby plainly ſhew how little r:ght 
Apprehenſion they have of their trueſt In- 
tereſts. 
And as for thoſe WY not only neglect, but 
#3 eſpiſe and viliiy that virtuous Conduct which 
God preſcribes, and indulge without Remorſe, 
or any appearing Shame, to the contrary Vices; 


ſucbh Perſons ſink them k beneath even Fe 


Conduct. It is a groſs Abſurdity in them to 

pretend to the Underſtandings of Men, or to 
employ their Capacities to any valuable Purpoſe. 

They can never have rightly examined thoſe 

weighty Matters, altho' they are manifeſtly 

fuch as all Mankind have the greateſt Concern 

imaginable in. They are a Sett of Mortals, who 

are under no other Guidance than that of their 
Senſes, and who have plainly no other Taſte, 
than what proceeds from their Appetites ; nor 
any other Enjoyment, than what is either be- 
— HuMANITY, or a very great Reproach to 
+ this POOR HERD oF ANIMALS "her 

ere- 
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human Good; doth, by this alone, appear to be 


7 109 0 
r KCompiſtotg in being $6 wry! much 


terefore- 


| ſunk below rational Agency. 


would make yet another Ifen from 
what before hath been diſcourſed upon, vi. 


4thly, That the mamfef# Reaſonableneſs of the 


Gruice which God requires from Men, one would 


think, ſhould recommend it not only to the AB- 
PROBATION, but likewiſe to the FAITHFUL 
PRACTICE even of thoſe who DISBELIEVE the 


Y 1:/þiration of that Rule, which doth preſcribe this 


Service; as well as of thoſe 00 do ACKNOW= 


| LEDGE it. 


The boaſting Man of Reaſon, tho' he ay 
not regard the Divinity of the Scriptures, ſhould 
be brought to regard (even from his own Pre- 
tenſions) the Scriptures moſt excellent Precepts. 


For if nothing 1s here enjoined but what 1s fit- = 


ting and right, and manifeſtly tending to hu- 
man Good (as is the real Caſe) it muſt ſo far be 
owned to be a proper Rule for him, as well as 
for others ;--- for him particularly, who profeſ- 
ſth an Intention to be guided by nothing elſe, 
but Reaſon. 
And if it herein exceedeth all other Rules of 
ling, that were ever publiſhed to the World 
(ann all its Parts together) then being the 
beſt, that doth as yet at leaſt appear; ſuch a 
Perſon, by his own profeſſed Principles, ought to 
ſubmit to it, till a better can be produced. 
Beſides, what is manifeſtly right, and fitting 
to be done, and certainly tending to the greateſt 


the 
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as Mind and Will ef God. And therefore 
that Regard which Unbelievers own is due, to 
whatever hath the Stamp of a divine Lay 

muſt lead them (if — 5508 with their own 
Principles) carefully to practiſe what comes thu; 
recommended. Indeed the evident Mind of 
God, concerning our moral Conduct, whatever 
Way it may be manifeſted deſerves: I think 
to be accounted as a really ip ſpired Rule. El. 
hu juſtly obſerves (Fob xxxli. 8.) That tis the 
INSPIRATION of the Almighty which ' giveth 
Men Underſtanding. And in like manner (as 
conceive) may God be ſaid to inſpire Men with 
the influential Knowledge (which I take to be 
the only real or right Knowledge) of any con- 
cerning Truth, So that whatever valuable Truth 
we do rightly and clearly perceive, may in this 
Way of ſpeaking, be. faid to be perceived by 
Inſpiration from God, And therefore thoſe who 
reject the divine Original of the Bible, in the 
common Notion of it; muſt in this Senf be 
obliged to acknowledge even the Inſpiration of 
this admirable Rule of Life, as far at leaſt as 
they can find it to contain unexceptionable Rules 
of Conduct. 

And Fam well perſuaded, that on a due Ex. 
amination of what is here preſcribed (could Men 
be brought to this) they would find that every 
Thing really required by it, 7s ſo fitting and 
right, and of ſo plain and long a Tendency 10 
Virtue and Happineſs ; ; that it would appear to 


have the plain Signatures of the Mind and Will 


of 


„ 
f God. So that thoſe among them who are 
ally influenced by any Regard to the manifeſt 
Will of God, muſt be hereby the more ſtrongly 
ed to practiſe its ſeveral Precepts. But, tho” 
this ſhould be unavailable, their other profeſſed 
Principle, of following in all Caſes, what is fit. 
ting and right, muſt oblige them (if confiſtent 
with themſelves) to obey the Precepts of God's 
Word, tho' not perſuaded of its Inſpiration. 
And a ſteady and careful Obedience to thoſe no- 
ble Precepts would more and more convinee 
them of that heavenly Authority by which they 
are all enjoined, | 1 
Under theſe, and the like Conſiderations, I 
imagine that the clearing up of the Rea/onable- 
10% of God's Service, as preſcribed in the holy 
Scriptures, would prove one of the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful Methods that can be made uſe of to 
gain over Unbekevers to the Chriſtian Faith; 
as well as to promote the Practice of real Good- 
neſs, among thoſe who make Profeſſion of it: 
and therefore, upon both theſe Accounts, I take 
it to be a Matter of vERY GREAT Concern- 
ment. 5 3 
The Attempt I have made, tho' on many 
Accounts imperfect ; may prove perhaps of 
ſome Service towards thoſe great Ends. I do 
not pretend to Correctneſs, either in Method, or 
Stile; nor do J apprehend that it is neceſſary, 
in order to convey my Sentiments to the 
World. What J endeavoured,' was 70 reaſon 
Jet on the Subject I have undertaken; and to 
expreſs 
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expreſs myſelf in ſuch Manner, as that I might 
 eafily be apprehended, 


— 


I I ſhall further obſerve, in the Cloſe of the | 
Subject, that 'tis certainly a very unhappy Caſe, 


and deſerves greatly to be lamented ; that 6 
many profeſſing Chriſtians ſhould make it a Part 
of their Religion, to lay a mighty Streſs upon 


| ſome Things, which are fo far from having any 
real Goodneſs, or Appearance of Reaſon in them; 


that they are a manifeſt Reproach to both, 
Some Perſons reſt themſelves very ſecurely upon 


their being of this or the other noted Party, in 


reſpect either to diſputed Principles, or to ſome 


different Modes of Worſhip ; and the Zeal they 


lay out on theſe their different Perſuaſions, i 
perhaps the only, or at leaſt the moſt remarka- 


ble Evidence, of their having a Regard for any i 
Religion at all. The Effects of their fiery Zeal, 


are perfectly ſubverſive of real Goodneſs; here- 
by they are rendered Strangers to the Law of 
Charity (as to thoſe that differ from them) al- 
tho the moſt eminent Part of true Religion; and 
often ſhamefully violate almoſt a// the Rules and 
Precepts of it. 2 
Others place their Religion on @ mere exter- 


nal Performance of ſome of the preſcribed Ser- 


vices of it, and imagine they act as becometh 
Chriſtians, only by attending on the publick 


| Adminiſtrations of divine Worſhip ; whilſt they 


conſider not at all the Ends of thoſe Inſtitutions, 
nor take the et Care to attend in ſuch Man- 
ner, as to accompliſh thoſe Ends, 


Others 


Others add to this, the like fruitleſs Die. 
charge of ſome Family Duties of Worſhip ; and 
ſome of theſe may proceed yet further, to the 
like Formality in more private Devotions. And 
when once Men have taken theſe ſeveral ima- 
gined Steps, in the Way of Godlineſs; they are 


| apt to grow very ſecure of their being in the 


Road to Happineſs. 
And yet with reſpect to ſuch Profeſſors, per- 

haps not one Part of their ſinful Miſbehaviour, 

either ſocial, or perſonal, is in the leaſt Meaſure 


' amended. Their wicked Diſpoſitions, and vi- 


cious Practices are as unreformed as ever. Their 


| Luxury and Pride, their Avarice and Ambition, 
their Envy and D-will, and the unhappy Fruits 
of theſe ; have as ſtrong an Influence fill, and 


as many miſchievous Effects, as they ever had. 

Nay thoſe Seeds and Roots of Wickedneſs, 
or others of the like Nature, may not only con- 
tinue their ill Influence; but, very likely, may 
thrive and flouriſh, amidſt all their Duties. And 
yet no doubt, there are many of thoſe deluded 


| Chriſtians, who are as eaſy and well ſatisfied in 
fuch a fruitleſs Manner of ſerving God; as if 


they did rightly and fully anſwer all his Expecta- 


tions from them. 


Were the Reaſonableneſs of Religion enquired 
into, with any Care, and regarded as it ought 
to be ; one would think there could be no Chri- 
ſtian, who doth in earneſt profeſs the Practice 
of a religious Life, that could reſt contented . 
with ſuch a mock Manner of doing it: eſpecial- 


ly that could delude himſelf with ſuch ſenſeleſs 
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: 3 of Piety, as quite ſubvert the Practice of 
1 red by! ite. 


heartily wiſh, that what hath been before ob- 
ſerved on this very important Subject, may be 


is deſireable. 


per Fruits ariſing from it. For I take this to be 


0 114 T 
the principal Things contained in it, and requi. 


It is certainly chien of as Rp Conſe- 
quence as can be, in reſpect to a religious Life, 
to have a ri gb. U Underſtanding of what is re- 
quired to the real Practice of it. I therefon 


calmly and impartially conſidered; and particy- 
larly, that it may prove an Occaſion of ſtirring 
up fome Perſon of more ſuitable Abilities, to 
carry on the Undertaking to ſuch Advantage as 


In the Attempt already made, I have thought 
it adviſeable, to lay an eſpecial Streſs upon the 
Love we owe our Neighbours; and on the pro- 


the principal Thing that is required in practiſing 
a Life of Piety. Our Love to God is not de- 
trated from, by preſſing zh:s fo cloſely ; but 


rather the more ſtrongly and ſucceſsfully cult, 


ed. This Love to God is the Foundation Prin- 
ciple, upon which the other muſt be raiſed; 
for it 1s not to be ſuppoſed that any Perſon ol 


diſcover, on all Occaſions,” the Love he owes | 
his Neighbours ; unleſs his Love to God do en- 


gage him hereunto. 
This latter is as the main Spring which actu- 


ates the other, and on which it depends in all 


its regular Motions. So that the more we ma- 


nifeſt our Love to our ſeveral Fellow - Crea- 


tures, if it be not the mere Product of Inſtinet, 


2 _ 
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but the Fruit of a virtuous Principle, the more 


hall we hereby ſhew of the Love we owe to 
God ; by urging therefore the one, the other's 


Influence is promoted. 


* 


As true Piety conſiſts in an Imitation of God, 
and as the principal imitable Parts of the divine 
Image are Righteouſneſs, Mercy, Loving- Rind- 
wſs, and Beneficence ; the Practice of theſe and 
the like Virtues, muſt be our chief Aim in lead- 
ing a Life of Godlineſs, Whereas the contrary 
to theſe, viz. Unrighteouſneſs, Unmercifulneſs, 
vill, and ill Treatment of any, in whatever 
Caſe, and in whatever Degree, muſt be per- 
jy inconſiſtent with real Piety. * 

The before mentioned Virtues deſerve eſpecial 
Regard, not only as they are the principal imita- 
ble Parts of the divine Image; but as they tend 
to promote, more than any other Virtues, the 
drvine Glory. By the proper Fruits of Love to 
our Neighbours, we bring more Honour to 
God, than we are, I think, capable of any other 


May. Tursk alſo are Parts of Duty that ought 


to be the more eſteemed, * becauſe they are moſt 
dihintereſted; and give us a near Reſemblance to 
the great Fountain of all Goodneſs, who fo 
kindly and bountifully treateth every living 
Creature, without receiving from any the loweſt 
Benefit. es | 

But let us not forget, that the Regard we 
bkewiſe owe both to God, and ourſelves, doth 
further oblige us to all thoſe immediate Duties, 


| that have reſpect to either. The Reaſonableneſs 


of Religion doth direct, and call ys to act aright, 
| as 
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It may N * e Noticelf 
- as the ſeveral Relations we ſtand. in to one 
ther, do in Propottignite their Degrees, <a * 
and ſtrengthen Hu Engagements to brotheif 
Love ; we mutt: therefore own Ourſelves propor 
tionably copmbrncd 46 evidence the Piety wh 
eProjeflion'ot,- in an e 51 Man T 
od. For to be ſinfully defective 
De we owe to any near Relation, and 4 
cally to violate the ſacrer'Fies of it, by 
continuing injurious Treatment ; is than 
a Tranſgreſſion of this eminei Fart ol Our: Dis 
ty, 28 is ſcarcely I think to FREY : edt 

gu Other Vit 4 8. 1 
And therefote Hi 


0 : Miives, Pate k 
ervarits; ind all th 
Relatives; ſhould ery carefuliy conſider, in whal 
Manner they ſhould behave tolyards the ſeveral 
Perſons they are related to. Fox tis hot ral 
believed, that ſuch as wickedly fait in thoſe "ll 
eminent Branches of Love, ih. Ad live in the 74 
ligious Practice of it in a 'other Vſtance. And 
as we are molt in dür. doing ſo, in 
neareſt. Relations: eſpecially - (fince our comma 
Enemy doth. ;uſually - welt ſtrongly affault 
here) we ſhould endeavour to improve the al 
Effects of our 9 4 85 Services, in a 
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